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AMERICA  DISSECTED, 


BEING  A 


■4i 


FULL  and  TRUE  ACCOUNT 


OF  ALL  THE 


AMERICAN  COLONIES 


SHBWIN  G, 

The  Intemperance  of  the  Climates ;  exceffive  Heat  and 
Cold,  and  hidden  violent  Changes  of  Weather;  ter¬ 
rible  and  mifchievous  Thunder  and  Lightning;  bad  and 
unwholefome  Air,  deftru&ive  to  Human  Bodies ;  Bad- 
nefs  of  Money  ;  Danger  from  Enemies  ;  hut,  above 
all,  the  Danger  to  the  Souls  of  the  Poor  People  that 
remove  thither,  from  the  multifarious  wicked  and  pci-* 
tilent  Herefies  that  prevail  in  thole  Parts. 

J 
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In  SEVERAL  LETTERS, 

#  9 

From  a  Rev.  DIVINE  of  the  Church  of  England. 

# 

MiHlonary  to  America,  and  DoCtor  of  Divinity. 


Fubdifhed  as  a  Caution  to  Unfteady  People  who  may¬ 
be  tempted  to  leave  their  Native  Country. 


D  U  B  L  I  N  : 

Printed  and  fold  by  S.  POWELL,  Dame  Street, 


17 


53' 


[  Price  a  Britifh  Six  -  pence,  j 


\  y 


V 

i 


a 


■  S3 


AMERICA  DISSECTED 

&c. 


In  fundry  Letters  from  a  Clergyman  there. 


LETTER 

the  Hon.  Col.  HENRY  CARY*  Efq. 

Narrag  anset*  in  the  Colony  of  Rhock 
Ifland*  in  New  England* 

S  I  R,  Augujl  20*  1752. 

JK.^v-^^XY  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Robert  Hamilton^ 

Son  of  Bellyfattan *  near  Strabane *  I 
B  )§=f  did  myfelf  the  Honour*  a  few  Years 

fr#  ag0’  of  writing  you  a- Letter*  §ivins 

an  Account  of  myfelf,  with  a  fhort 
'*  *  *  Sketch  of  the  Country  where  I  have 

:xefided  fo  many  Years  :  But*  as  I  am  equally  at  a  a 
lofs*  whether  that  Letter  reached  your  Honour*  or 
was  acceptable*  if  it  did,  I  have  prefumed  once 
more  to  put  my  Pen  to  Paper*  to  give  you  as  curt 
an  Account  as  I  can  of  the  Engli/h  American  Do¬ 
minions  ;  which,  if  it  does  not  minifter  to  your  En¬ 
tertainment*  will*  neverthelefs*  from  its  Intention* 
entitle  me  to  your  Pardon. 

3  The 
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I  he  Ifland  of  Bermuda,  lying  in  Latitude  %% i~ 
and  fo  without  theTropics,  is  the  firft  Place  I  fhall 
mention  as  'belonging  to  the  Crown  of  England  in 
America.  This  is  but  a  fmall  Ifland,  or  rather  a 
Congeries  of  fmaller  Iflands,  whofe  Governor  and 
Council,  appointed  by  the  Crown,  with  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  AW  ‘ Tribes t  whereof  it  conlifts, 
make  up  the  Court  of  Legiflature,  or  General  Al¬ 
terably.  i  he  Inhabitants  ate  about  15,000,  and  all 
( exa Pt  ^  inconiiderable  Few)  Members  of  the 
c  i  of  England  ;  and  their  Clergy  maintained 
by  Tax  on  the  Inhabitants,  (as  all  the  Clergy  within 
the  Tropics  arc)  without  any  Affiftance  from  Eng¬ 
land.  Its  Produce  (except  the  Plat  wherewith  Wo¬ 
mens  Hats  and  Bonnets  were  wont  to  be  made)  is 
inconiiderable  ;  fo  that  with  the  Red  Cedar,  growing 
011  the  Ifland,  they  build  fmall  veffels  for  Fifhing, 
and  larger  employed  in  carrying  Freights  to  and 
from  all  Places  acceffible  to  Englfi  Bottoms.  The 
Inhabitants  are  an  induftriocts  and  religious  People, 
and,  perhaps,  retain  more  of  the  ancient  Britijh  Pro¬ 
bity  and  Simplicity  than  any  other  of  our  Englijh 
Colonies ;  which,  as  it  may  be  owing  to  its  being 
lefs  acccfiible  to  Strangers,  verifies  the  Obfervation, 
That  Religion  and  Induflry  go  commonly  Hand  in 
Hand.  This  Ifland  is  remarkably  healthy,  not  only 
on  Account  of  its  Climate,  but  becaufe,  alfo.  Luxury 
and  Indulgence  are  greater,  Strangers  to  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  than  in  lbme  other  Places ;  and  many  (born 
there)  live  to  a  great  Age. 

Barbadoes  is  the  windermoft  of  all  the  Englifi 
Intertropical  Sugar-Iflands ;  vs  Ant  ego,  Monferat ,  St. 
Chrijtopher's,  Nevis,  Jamaica,  with  many  other  lefler 
ones,  are  called  the  Leeward  Iflands.  Your  Irfi 
Trade  furnifhes  you  with  fo  diftmdt  a  Knowledge  of 
the  Religion,  Government,  Trade,  and  Commerce, 
of  thofe  Iflands,  that  it  would  be  but  holding  a 

Candle 
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Candle  to  the  Sun  to  interrupt  you  with  a  Detail  of 
them.  As  to  the  Iflands  of  St.  Vincent's,  St.  Lucia , 
Dominica ,  and  ' Tobago ,  called  Neutral  Iflands,  and 
about  which  there  have  been  fo  many  Things  faid 
fince  the  Peace;  they  are  actually  fettled,  and  fo 
well  improved  by  the  French ,  that  one  mu  ft  be  very 
fanguine  and  credulous  to  believe  that  any -thing 
under  an  adtual  War  and  Conqueft  can  wreft  them 
out  of  their  into  our  Hands.  Plow  unequal,  at  this 
Time  of  Day,  we  are  to  fuch  an  Undertaking,  and 
at  fo  great  a  Diftance  too,  a  Gentleman  of  your 
Honour’s  Penetration,  and  Acquaintance  with  the 
public  State  of  Things,  is  better  adapted  to  deter¬ 
mine  than  I  am. 

We  have,  alfo,  a  fine  promifing  new  Settlement 
upon  the  Spanijh  Main,  moftiy  inhabited  by  the 
Logwood  Cutters,  and  is  called  the  Mufquito  Shore: 
But,  as  the  prefent  Ferdinand  of  Spain  has  eredted 
a  Logwood  Company  at  St.  Andero ,  con  filling  of 
many  and  rich  Merchants,  the  Settlements  ftipulated 
and  confequent  to  that  Incorporation  will  greatly 
diftrefs,  if  not  dif-fettle,  the  Englijh.  If  this  fhould 
turn  out,  as  it  is  probable  it  will,  to  this  Purpofe, 
that  profitable  Branch  of  Trade  will  be  loft  to  the 
Britijh  Subjects,  and  the  European  Markets  be  flip- 
plied  with  that  Article  from  the  Spaniards  themfelves. 
I  need  not  obferve  to  you,  how  detrimental  this  would 
prove  to  Nations  that  manufacture  fo  much  Wool  as 
Britain  and  Ireland  do. 

As  it  is  common  for  a  Peace,  that  puts  a  Period 
to  a  long  War,  to  produce  Robbers  at  Sea  and  Land  ; 
thus,  upon  the  Peace  of  Utrecht ,  rnoft  of  the  Pi¬ 
rates,  who  infefted  the  JVejl-Indian  Seas,  pitched  upon 
a  Place  they  called  New  Providence,  as  a  Rendezvous 
whither  to  bring  in  their  Spoils.  Thefe  rude  People, 
after  living  fwhile  under  Conftitutions  of  their  own 
making,  took  the  Benefit  of  an  Adt  of  Grace,  and 
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fubmitted  themfelves  to  the  Englijh  Crown.  They 
are  not  the  only  Settlement  that  had  fuch  a  bafe  Be¬ 
ginning  ;  for  Cape  Francois ,  or  the  French  Settle¬ 
ment  on^  the  Ifland  of  Hifpaniohj  owes  itfelf  to  a 
like  Original.  Capt.  IV oods  Rogers ,  who  had  been  Mate 
ot  one  of  the  two  great  Briftol  Privateers  who  went  into 
the  South  Sea ,  took  one  of  the  great  Manila  Ships,  (as 
Ld.  Anfon  has  fince  taken  another)  and  failed  round  the 
\\  orld  ;  I  fay,  this  W oods  Rogers  was  appointed  the 
fiift  Governor  over  thefe  piratical  Settlements,  to  whom 
fucceeded  Governor  Phinney,  to  him  Colonel  Fitzwil- 
liams,  and  the  prefent  Governor  is  Mr.  Tinker.  As 
far  as  I  can  find,  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Rahama 
Blands,  whereof  New  Providence  is  the  chief,  the 
Place  of  the  Governor’s  Refidence,  of  the  Courts  of 
Juftice,  and  where  the  Garrifon  is,  are  greatly  po- 
lifhed,  and  as  well  civilized  as  fome  other  IVeJt-Indian 
Plantations.  Mahogany,  Brafiletto  Wood,  and  Salt 
made  in  Ponds  by  the  Heat  of  the  Sun,  are  their 
chief  Commodities ;  together  with  fmall  green  Turtle, 
delicious  Food,  and  forced  down  on  thefe  Iflands  by 
the  Rapidity  of  the  Gulph  Stream,  or  the  Pafiage 
between  the  very  long  Ifland  of  Cuba  and  the  Main- 
Land  of  America ,  through  which  the  Waters,  drove 
down  by  the  Trade-Wind,  or  Current,  into  the  large 
Bay  of  Mexico ,  return,  and  are  difembogued  into  the 
Mare  del  Nort ,  or  great  Atlantic ,  at  thefe  Iflands. 
The  Independent  Company  have  a  Chaplain  allowed 
them  at  6s.  Sd.  per  Diem  ;  but  what  by  Furloe  from 
the  Governor,  and  other  Arts,  he  makes  it  a  Sine¬ 
cure.  formerly,  upon  my  Recommendation,  one 
Mr.  Smith ,  bred  at  the  College  of  Dublin ,  and  a 
Drogheda  Man ,  was  ordained  by  the  late  Bifliop  of 
London ,  and  was  lent,  by  the  Society  for  Propagation 
of  the  Gofpel,  as  their  Miflionary  there.  The  pre¬ 
fent  Miflionary,  who  is  alfo  Schoolmafter  there,  is 
one  Mr.  Carter ,  an  Englijhman  ;  for  what  Religion 

they 
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they  have  is  that  of  our  Church.  I  take  this  to  be  a 
very  neceflary  Settlement,  as  in  Time  of  War  it  may 
be  a  great  Curb  to  the  Spaniards  on  the  Ifland  of 
Cuba,- and  to  their  Main-land  Settlements  on  the  Flo¬ 
rida  Shore,  whereof  St,  Augujiine  is  the  chief  Place, 
and  a  Bifhop’s  See.  But  for  further  Particulars,  or 
even  a  Correction  of  thefe,  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  re- 
ter  you  to  Colonel  William  Stewart ,  who  was,  and 
is,,  (if  he  has  not  parted  with  his  Commiflion)  the 
chief  Military  Officer  at  New  Providence. 

I  will  now  pafs  over  to  the  Main-Land,  where  the 
firft  Englijh  Province  that  prefents  is  Georgia.  This 
Colony  has  for  its  Bounds,  the  Spanijh  Settlements 
of  St.  Augujiine  on  the  South-Weft  and  Weft,  South 
Carolina  Northerly  and  North-Eafterly,  and  the  At¬ 
lantic  Ocean  in  Front,  into  which  you  fail  from 
thence  through  the  Mouths  of  barred  Rivers.  It  was 
begun  in  this  Reign,  and  put  under  the  Management 
of  a  Body  of  Gentlemen  in  England  under  the  Title 
of  the  Truftees  of  Georgia ,  and  has  ever  fince  ad¬ 
vanced  under  the  Advantage  of  a  national  Expence. 
Its  firft  Inhabitants  were,  too  many  of  them,  the 
Sweepings  of  the  Streets  of  London,  and  other  po¬ 
pulous  Places ;  and  though,  as  yet,  it  can  boaft  of 
no  very  profitable  Returns  to  the  Mother-Country, 
it  may,  however,  plume  itfelf  on  this,  that  it  eafed 
England  for  that  Time  of  fome  ufelefs  Hands,  which 
doubtlefs  are  a  dead  Weight  upon  every  Country. 
To  the  firft  Settlers,  by  After  -  Imbarkations,  have 
been  added  Numbers  of  Moravians ,  and  other  Ger¬ 
mans  :  But,  poor  as  it  is,  it  appears  riot  to  be  poor 
enough  for  a  filken  Plantation  ;  a  Manufacture  im¬ 
practicable  any-where  but  in  over -popular  Places, 
and  where  every  other  Branch  of  Bufinefs  is  over- 
ftocked  with  Hands.  It  is  true,  that  in  Georgia, 
and  every  other  Place  in  the  Englijh  America,  the 
Mulberry-Tree  (whofe  Leaves  are  the  Food  of  the 
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Silkworm)  will  grow  and  thrive  furprizingly  ;  but,, 
as  gathering  the  Leaves,  feeding  and  attending  the 
Worms  while  fpinning  their  Balls,  and  winding  then} 
off  when  fpun,  will  not  equal  the  Incomes  of  other 
Labour,  ’tis  not  to  be  hoped  that  a  Manufacture  of 
this  Kind  can  turn  to  Account  in  any  of  the  Englijh 
Settlements,  where  the  Neceffaries  of  Life  are  dear, 
and  fo  great  a  Paucity  of  People  to  clear  and  to  till 
the  Ground.  The  Moravians  are  induftrious,  and 
religious  in  their  Way  ;  in  the  former  whereof,  I 
hope,  they  will  be  imitated  by  their  Englijh  Neigh¬ 
bours,  whofe  Religion,  after  they  have  learned  the 
others  Induftry,  may  induce  thefe  Strangers  to  lift 
themfelves  under  the  Banner  of  our  Church.  There 
is,  or  lately  was,  a  Bilhop  of  the  Moravian  Prin¬ 
ciples  there,  and  Preachers  of  their  own  in  great 
Plenty :  To  thefe  the  venerable  Society  for  the  Pro¬ 
pagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts,  in  London , 
have  added  two  Miffionaries,  who  are  fettled  at  the 
Towns  of  Savannah  and  Augujia ,  for  the  Benefit  of 
the  Englijh  Inhabitants  of  that  Province.  To  the 
civil  and  military  Government  of  this  Place  (ever 
lince  his  Excellency  General  James  Oglethorp  went 
to  England  J  lam  too  much  a  Stranger  to  give  .your 
Honour  any  Account.  As  it  is  a  Frontier,  ’twill  be 
always  expofed  to  Spanijh  Infults  in  Time  of  W ar  ; 
and  to  Indian  Incurfions,  whenever  their  Spcnijh 
Mafters  have  a  Mind  to  incite  them  to  annoy  the 
EngUJIo .  To  this  latter  Inconvenience  they  are  ex¬ 
pofed  at  this  very  Time ;  no  good  Sign  (whatever 
is  outwardly  pretended)  that  the  Court  of  Madrid  is 
inwardly  over -much  devoted  to  that  of  London. 
I  am  of  Opinion,  that,  whenever  the  Britijh  Parlia¬ 
ment  fihortens  the  Supplies  that  fupport  this  Colony, 
it  will  proceed  and  improve  flowly  ;  but,  fhould  they 
be  wholly  withdrawn,  it  muft  be  greatly  diftrefled, 
efpecially  on  any  Rupture  with  Spain.  I  fhould  think 


AMERICA  DISSECTED.  7 

it,  therefore,  of  great  Confequence,  that  a  due  At¬ 
tention  were  given  to  the  Defence  of  our  American 
F rentiers,  as  the  more  fafe  and  central  Colonies  would 
flourilh  the  bettter  within  the  well-maintained  Barriers. 

Northerly  of  Georgia ,  lies  the  flourilh ing  Province 
of  South  Carolina ,  not  the  lefs  profperous  by  Rice’s 
being  made  an  unenumerated  Commodity ;  whereby 
they  have  Leave  to  export  it  to  other  Parts  of  Europe, 
without  entering  in  the  Ports  of  Great-Britain.  This 
Province  was  begun,  and  firft  peopled,  at  the  Exp  ence 
of  Englijh  Patentees,  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond,  under  the  Style  and  Title  of  the  Lords  Pro¬ 
prietors  of  South-Car olina  1  but  it  advanced  llowly, 
and  was  often  interrupted  by  Wars  and  Incurfions 
made  by  the  Indian  Nations  bordering  on  its  Well; 
Limits,  and  under  Spanijh  and  French  Influence. 
\ou  may  pleafe  to  take  Notice,  that,  as  the  Spaniards 
are  our  Neighbours  on  the  South,  fo,  ever  fince  the 
fettling  of  Louiftana,  the  French  have  been  extending* 
themfelves  Eaft  from  the  Mijfifippi  quite  up  to  the 
Appalatian  Mountains  ;  a  middle  Land  rifing,  or 
Ridge  of  Hills  that  run  from  South  to  North/  on 
the  Back  or  Weft  of  the  Englifh  Provinces.  Thofe 
Lords  Proprietors,  finding  themfelves  an  unequal 
Match  for  the  Indians  in  the  War,  and  that  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  defending  the  Province  exceeded  the  prefent 
Profits,  or  future  Expectations,  did  all  (except  your 
Lord  Carteret ,  now  Earl  of  Gr anvil,)  furrender their 
Powers  and  Privileges  to  the  Crown,  in  1720.  I 
was  then  in  London,  and  often  faw  the  Provincial 
Agents  at  the  Lodgings  of  my  great  Friend  and  Pa¬ 
tron,  General  Francis  Nicholfon,  who,  in  a  little 
Time  after,  went  over  in  the  Quality  of  King’s  Go¬ 
vernor.  Ever  fince  that  Time,  this  Province  has 
throve  at  a  prodigious  Rate  ;  fo  that,  befides  their 
Home  Confumption,  it  takes  above  200  Sail  of  Ships, 
and  other  Top-fail  Veflels,  to  export  their  annual 
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Overplus.  Their  principal  Produce  is  Rice;  befides 
which,  they  export  Indian  Corn,  (alias  Maize) 
Pitch,  Tar,  Turpentine,  Beef  and  Pork  barrelled, 
tanned  Leather,  raw  Hides,  and  other  Articles.  As 
the  Plant,  from  which  it  is  extracted  by  Fermentation, 
is  plenty  in  the  Province,  they  have  lately  entered  on 
the  Manufacture  of  Indigo  ;  but,  whether  their  La¬ 
titude  (agreeable  enough  to  Oranges  and  Limes,  with¬ 
out  adventitious  or  artificial  Heat)  is  warm  enough, 
or  they  are  defective  in  Skill,  they  are  unable  yet  to 
vie  with  the  French  of  Hifpaniola  in  the  Goodnefs 
of  that  Commodity.  The  Church  of  England  is  efta- 
blifhed  there  by  Provincial  Law  ;  as  indeed  it  is,  by 
the  Union  Adt  of  Parliament,  in  all  his  Majefty's 
Foreign  Dominions,  as  King  of  England.  There  are 
but  a  few  Diflenters,  and  thole  of  the  Independent  and 
Antipadobaptijl  Perfuafions,  who  are  moftly  feated  in 
Cbarles-Ei own,  the  Metropolis.  The  \enerable  So¬ 

ciety  before-mentioned  uled  to  fend,  and  affift  in 
maintaining  Miffionaries,  with  the  Allowance  of  50L 
Sterling  to  each  Minifter  per  Annum :  But  General 
Nicholfon  having  obtained  a  Law  to  fecure  a  Support 
to  the  Clergy  by  a  Provincial  Tax,  the  Society  now 
.  give  only  ^  ol.  to  each  iMiffionary ,  and  that  rathei  as 
an  Inducement  to  Gentlemen  to  go  over  to  a  confef- 
fedly  fickly  Country,  than  out  of  any  great  Need 
there  is  of  that  Addition.  Their  Parifhes  are  of  vaft 
Extent,  refembling  your  northern  Baronies  ;  ten 
whereof  are  furnifhed  with  fo  many  Miffionaries,  be¬ 
fides  Charles-Eown ,  which  maintains  a  Redtor  and  a 
Ledturer  in  St.  Philip’s  Church,  at  its  own  Expence. 
The  Inhabitants  are  gay  and  expenfive  in  their  Fur¬ 
niture,  Cloathing,  Equipage,  and  Way  of  Living; 
an  Obfervation  that  will  but  too  well  apply  to  all  the 
Englijh  Colonies.  The  Irijh,  Dutch ,  Palatines ,  and 
other  Germans ,  are  as  yet  the  only  Exception  to  this 
Remark;  but  I  think  one  may  foretel,  without  a  bpi- 
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rit  of  Prophecy,  that,  by  the  Symptoms  beginning  to 
Ihoot  out  on  the  Offspring  of  the  Wealthy  and  Thri¬ 
ving  among  them,  their  Pofterity  will  fall  into  the 
like  deftrudfive  Indulgences. 

More  North,  and  North-Eafterly,  and  on  the  At¬ 
lantic  Shore,  lies  North-Car  olina, ,  granted  alfo  in 
1 663,  by  King  Charles  the  Second,  "to  a  Company 
of  Proprietors.  Their  Charter  provides.  That  the 
Church  of  England  (hall  be  the  only  eftablifhed  Reli¬ 
gion,  and  entitled  to  the  public  Encouragements. 
This  Province  does  not  contain  more  Inhabitants  than 
from  15,000  to  20,000,  who  live  in  Plantations  feat- 
tered  at  great  Diftances.  They  have  but  few  com- 
padt  Towns,  befides  the  fmall  ones  of  Edentown ,  the 
Metropolis,  and  Cape  Fear  ;  by  which  Means  Reli¬ 
gion  has  gained  but  little  Ground.  Two  Clergymen, 
who  are  the  Society’s  itinerant  Miffionaries  here,  are 
all  the  Advantages  they  are  yet  under  refpedting  Pve- 
ligion  ;  and,  though  their  Travel  and  Labours  are 
exceffive,  it  can’t  be  fuppofed  but  the  greater  Part  of 
the  People  are  neceflarily  rude  and  illiterate,  irreli¬ 
gious  and  prophane.  There  are  a  very  fmall  Number 
of  Prefbyterians,  with  fome  Quakers ;  and  wherever 
thefe  latter  are,  at  leafr  predominate,  you  fhall  never 
fail  to  find  Immoralities  and  Diforders  prevail.  Re¬ 
lieve  me.  Sir,  wherever  Diftindtion  of  Perfons  is  de¬ 
cried,  as  among  that  People,  Confufions  will  follow : 
For  Levelifm  is  inconfiftent  with  Order,  and  a  certain 
Inlet  to  Anarchy  ;  as,  when  there  was  no  King  in 
Ifraelj  every-one  did  what  was  right  in  his  own  Eyes. 
There  are,  however,  fundry  well-difpofed  Gentlemen, 
who  from  Time  to  Time  have  made  laudable  Efforts 
to  promote  True  Religion  among  their  Neighbours ; 
but  what  with  their  Colony  Confufions,  and  an  Indian 
War  fome  Years  fince,  they  have  been  able  to  make 
no  great  Advances.  The  Climate  fubjedts  the  Inha¬ 
bitants,  efpeciallv  New-Comers,  to  vernal  and  autum- 
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mil  Agues  and  Fevers  of  the  mortal  Kind.  They 
export  Indian  Corn,  and  Pork,  fatted  in  the  Woods", 
with  what,  bv  a  general  Name,  is  called  Mafi ;  that 
is.  Acorns,  Walnuts,  Chefnuts,  other  Nuts,  and 
wild  Fruits ;  which  makes  it  oily  and  unpalatable* 
But  their  greateft  and  moft  profitable  Produce  is  of 
the  Terebinthinate  Kind,  viz.  Pitch,  Tar,  and  Tur¬ 
pentine,  which  they  Chip  off'  in  great  Quantities ;  as 
alfo  Whalebone  and  Oil,  fome  Sealbns,  from  Cape 
Fear.  Upon  the  whole,  this  Province  may  ftill  pafs 
for  a  pretty  wild  and  uncultivated  Country  ;  and,  ex¬ 
cepting  a  few  of  the  better  Sort,  its  white  Inhabitants 
have  degenerated  into  a  State  of  Ignorance  and  Bar- 
barifm,  not  much  fuperior  to  the  native  Indians . 

Along  the  fame  Shore,  and  North-Eafterly,  lies 
the  old  famous  Colony  of  Virginia  ;  fo  called  from 
the  Virgin-Queen  Elizabeth ,  in  whofe  Reign  it  feems 
to  be  firft  fettled.  The  firft  Adventurers  to  thofe 
Parts  were  moftly  Gentlemen  of  Family  and  Fortune, 
and  firmly  attached  to  the  EngliJIo  Church  :  For  it 
was  not  then  fo  fafhionable  and  meritorious  (as  fan¬ 
ciful  Men  have  fince  thought  it)  to  form  themfelves 
into  religious  Factions;  nor  could  they,  with  Impu¬ 
nity,  feparate  from  Catholic  Communion  for  Trifles. 
This  was  the  laft  of  all  the  American  Englijh  Plan¬ 
tations  that  fubmitted  to  Oliver's  Yoke ;  nor  was  it 
without  a  Struggle  and  Force,  at  laft,  that  they  put 
on  that  Ufurper’s  Chains.  This  Country  is  regularly 
divided  into  Counties  and  Parifhes,  where  an  Epil- 
copal  Clergy  (fubjedt  to  the  See  of  London ,  as  all 
the  American  Clergy  are)  are  legally  eftablifhed  and 
well-provided  for.  There  is  a  lmall  College  for  the 
Education  of  Youth  at  a  Town  called  Williamjburg  5 
and,  excepting  fome  fingle,  inconfiderable  Perfons, 
the  Inhabitants  are  profeffed  Members  of  the  Church 
of  England.  The  Parifhes  are  fo  large  and  extenfive, 
that,  in  many  Places,  ftis  no  unufual  Sight  to  fee  the 
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Gentry  in  their  Coaches,  and  lower  People  on  Horfes, 
ride  ten,  twenty,  thirty,  and  more  Miles,  to  Church  ; 
fo  that  the  Chriftians  here  may  be,  in  more  Senfes 
than  one,  called  Cavaliers,  it  being  impracticable  for 
the  lower  Infantry  to  foot  it  often  to  their  Parifh- 
Church.  To  remedy  this,  as  the  whole  Province,  be¬ 
tween  the  Mountains  (200  Miles  up)  and  the  Sea, 
is  all  a  Champain,  and  without  Stones,  they  have 
Plenty  of  a  fmall  Sort  of  Horfes,  the  beft  .in  the 
World,  like  the  little  Scotch  Galloways  ;  and  *tis  no 
extraordinary  Journey  to  ride  from  60  to  70  Miles, 
or  more,  in  a  Day.  I  have  otten,  but  upon  larger- 
pacing  Horfes,  rode  50,  nay  60,  Miles  a  Day,  even 
here  in  New- England ,  where  the  Roads  are  rough, 
Sony,  and  uneven.  This  Province  is  well  watered 
with  many  large,  long  Rivers,  navigable,  feme  100, 
others  150,  and  200  Miles  up  into  the  Country, 
which  facilitates  their  Exportations.  Tfaefe  Rivers  do 
not  empty  themfelves  immediately  into  the  Ocean, 
but  into  a  large,  capacious  Bafon,  of  great  Breadth 
and  Extent,  called  Chef  apeak  Bay ,  into  which  you 
fail  through  a  narrow  Channel,  between  Cape  Henry 
and  Cape  Cha?ies .  From  this  Province,  and  Mary - 
land,  its  next  Neighbour,  all  Europe  is  fupplied  with 
Tobacco  ;  except  what  is  brought  from  the  Brazils , 
belonging  to  the  King  of  Portugal ,  in  South- America, 
Beiides  Tobacco  to  Europe,  they  export,  to  the  Pcr- 
tuguefe  Iflands  in  the  Atlantic  and  on  the  African 
Coaft,  and  to  the  Englijh  Charihbee  Jjlanis ,  and  other 
Places,  Wheat,  Indian  Corn,  and  great  Quantities 
of  Pork,  fatted  with  the  Map  already  mentioned  : 
And  as  for  Beef,  which  is  plenty  enough  in  all  the 
Places  to  the  Southward  of  it,  the  Climate  is  too 
hot  to  fave  it  by  Salt ;  fo  that  they  have  little  more 
than  what  is  fufficient  for  their  Home-Confumption, 
and  to  victual  their  own  trading  Ships  ;  but  as  for 
the  Tobacco  Skips,  they  come  victualled  from  Eng- 
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land  and  Scotland ,  where  they  chiefly  belong.  There 
are  many  Gentlemen  of  large  Demefnes  and  Fortunes 
in  Virginia ,  and  are  as  remarkable  for  their  open  and 
free  Hofpitality,  as  for  their  great  Numbers  of  Negro 
Slaves  ;  feveral  having  Hundreds,  and  fome  above 
a  Thoufand,  of  fuch  Servants,  that  I  believe  the 
Blacks  do  in  Number  equal,  if  not  out -do,  the 
W  hites.  As  Hanging  feems  to  be  the  worft  Ufe 
Men  can  be  put  to,  it  were  to  be  wiflied,  that  a 
Period  were  put  even  to  the  Tranfportation  of  Con- 
vidts  from  England  and  Ireland  to  Virginia  and  Ma¬ 
ryland.  Though  fome  of  thefe  Felons  do  reform,  yet 
they  are  fo  few,  that  their  Malverfation  has  a  bad 
Effedt  upon  the  Morals  of  the  lower  Clafs  of  Inha¬ 
bitants  :  Great  Pity,  therefore,  it  is,  that  fome  Pu~ 
nifhments  worfe  than  Death  or  Tranfportation  could 
not  be  contrived  for  thofe  Vermin  ;  and,  fure,  fome 
hard  Drudgeries  might  be  found  out,  which  Idlenefs, 
the  Inlet  to  their  Villanies,  would  dread  more  than 
Flanging  or  Tranfplantion.  The  civil  Government 
of  this  Province  is  veiled  immediately  in  the  Crown  ; 
and,  in  Consideration  of  the  vaffc  Revenue  arifing  at 
Home  from  their  Tobacco,  they  are  the  only  Colony 
whole  Governor  is  paid  by  the  King.  The  Governor 
of  Virginia  is  commonly  a  Nobleman.  He  has  1 500/. 
flerling  from  the  Exchequer,  and  as  much  from  him 
who  has  the  Favour  to  be  fixed  upon  for' the  Lieute¬ 
nant-Governor  •,  by  which  Means  it  is  a  Sinecure 
worth  3000/.  per  Annum .  The  late  Duke  of  Ha¬ 
milton  %  Uncle,  viz.  the  Earl  of  Orkney ,  was  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Virginia  when  I  was  in  England  laft,  in 
1736,  and,  after  the  Death  of  Colonel  Spotfwood , 
Lieutenant-Governor  Gooch  was  his  Deputy  :  But  he 
died  while  I  was  there,  and  who  fucceeded  him  I 
can’t  tell ;  though  the  prefent  Lieutenant-Goverhor  is 
one  Mr.  Dinwooddy ,  my  Ciafs-Mate  at  the  College 
of  Glafgow.  There  has  lately  been  made,  upon  and 
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behind  the  Mountains  of  Virginia,  a  new  Irijh  Set¬ 
tlement,  by  a  Transmigration  of  fundry  of  thofe  that, 
within  thefe  thirty  Years  paft,  went  from  the  North 
of  Ireland  to  Pennfylvania .  As  the  Soil  in  that  new 
Irijh  Settlement  is  natural  and  friendly  to  Grafs,  they 
will,  for  many  Years  to  come,  raife  great  Quantities 
of  neat  Cattle,  as  the  Climate  is  benign,  and  their 
Outlets  or  Commonages  large  ;  but  they  are  too  far 
from  Places  fitted  for  Water-Carriage,  to  hurt  other 
Cattle-breeding  Places  by  their  Exportations  abroad. 

Along-fide  of  Virginia ,  and  more  north-eafterly, 
lies  Maryland ,  through  which  runs  the  great  river 
Sufquehannah ,  which  empties  itfelf,  not  into  the  ocean, 
but,  as  the  Virginian  rivers  do,  into  the  great  bay  of 
Chef  apeak.  This  trad,  or  province,  was  granted  to 
the  great  Calvert ,  Lord  Baltimore ,  an  Jrijh  nobleman, 
by  Queen  Mary ,  wife  of  Philip  of  Spain ;  and,  in 
honour  of  her,  called  Maryland ,  as  Georgia  has  fince 
been  named  in  honour  of  the  prefent  King.  As  the 
late  Lord  Baltimore  was  the  firft  Proteftant  peer  of 
the  Calvert  family,  his  predeceflors  (  as  it  was  na¬ 
tural  they  fhould)  firft  peopled  this  province  with 
a  colony  *  of  Irijh  Catholicks.  Thefe,  having  the 
ftart,  in  point  of  time,  of  the  after-fettlers,  are  alfo 
to  this  day  a-head  of  them  in  wealth  and  fubftance  ; 
by  which  means,  the  firft  and  beft  families  are,  for 
the  moft  part,  ftill  of  the  Roman  communion.  Tho* 
this  province  have  a  fucceffion  of  fecular  clergy  fent 
them,  chiefly  from  Ireland ,  who  fubfift  on  the  free-  • 
will  offerings  of  thofe  to  whom  they  adminifter  ;  yet 
is  the  Country  cantoned  into  Parifhes  and  Precindts, 
over  which  prefide,  by  legal  Eftablifhment,  a  com¬ 
petent  Number  of  Clergymen  of  our  Church,  hand- 
fomely  provided  for.  Forty  Pounds  of  good  infpedt- 
ed  Tobacco  is  due  to  the  Incumbent  for  every  Poll  in 
the-  Parifh,  young  and  old,  White  and  Black  ;  and 
is  collected  for  his  Ufe,  and  is  paid  in  to  him,  by 
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the  Sheriff'  of  the  County  or  Diftrift  where  he  offi¬ 
ciates.  This^  is  called  the  Forty-Pound  Poll-Tax, 
equal  to  5s.  Sterling  per  Head ;  and,  as  no  Parifh  is 
under  150I.  per  Annum,  fo  a  great  many  far  exceed 
300I.-  a  competent  Proviiion  in  a  cheap  Country, 
tvere  not  Phyfic  dearer  than  Food,  and  the  Demands 
iqi  it  (efpecially  about  the  Vernal  and  Autumnal 
Equinoxes)  more  frequent  than  for  Eatables.  There 
are  feme  Quakers  here,  in  Confequence  of  its  border¬ 
ing  on  1  'ennfylvania  ;  and  fome  Irijh  Prejbyterians 9 
owing  to  the  Swarms  that,  for  many  Years  paft,  have 
v  inged  their  W  ay  W eflward  out  of  the  Hi  hernia  n  FI  i  vc« 
One  Mr.  Hugo  Conn%  of  Ada cgi lliga n ,  my  Senior,  but 
former  Acquaintance,  when  I  was  a  School-boy  at 
Foghan-veil ,  and  Miniftcr  to  a  Pvejbyterian  Congre¬ 
gation  in  Maryland ;  as  he  was  preaching,  a  few 
Months  ago,  upon  the  Subject  of  a  fudden  Death, 
he  dropped  down  dead  in  his  Pulpit,-— a  melancholy, 
and,  indeed,  remarkable  Verification  of  the  Truth  he 
was  inculcating  on  his  Audience.  He  has  Relations 
in  the  Place  of  his  Nativity;  and  this,  perhaps,  may 
be  the  only  Intimation  they  may  have  of  his  Demife. 
The  Lord  Proprietor  has  the  Privilege  of  prefenting 
a  Governor  to  his  Majefty,  and  nominating  the  Coun¬ 
cil  ;  and,  upon  the  King’s  approving  the  Prefenta- 
tion  and  Choice,  their  refpedtive  Commiffions  are 
made  out,  and  the  Governor’s  Salary  is  fettled  by  the 
,  Aflembly  of  the  Province,  and  paid  by  a  Tax.  As 
to  the  Produce,  Exportations,  and  Commerce  of  this 
Colony,  they  are  fo  much  the  fame  with  Virginia , 
that  they  need  no  Repetition.  The  Inhabitants  are 
all  Tenants  to  Lord  Baltimore ,  upon  a  fmall  Quit- 
rent  ;  and  yet  fo  prodigioufly  have  the  Planters  ex¬ 
tended  themfelves,  that  his  Lordfhip’s  Quit-rents  are 
computed  at  8000I.  Sterling  per  Annum  ;  and  if  the 
Irijh  go  on,  but  a  few  Years  more,t  o  people  the  up¬ 
per  and  inland  Parts  of  the  Province,  as  they  have 

begun* 


SI 


WWBBHHflBIBEB 


AMERICA  DISSECTED.,  15 

begun,  it  will  foon  raife  his  Rents  to  double  that 
Sum. 

Next  to  Maryland ,  and  north-eafterly  of  it,  lyes 
Pennfylvania ,  fo  called  from  the  famous  JVilliam  Penn , 
a  noted  Quaker,  of  a  family  of  that  name  in  Ireland . 
This  province,  including  the  three  lower  *  counties, 
extends,  in  length,  near  300  miles,  and,  in  breadth, 
above  200  ;  and  is  watered  with  the  great  river  Dela¬ 
ware,  navigable  150  miles  up  from  the  fea,  in  great 
veflels,  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia ,  and  as  many  more 
miles,  in  fmall  veflels,  above  that  city.  The  three 
lower  counties  of  Newcaftle ,  Kent,  and  Sujfex ,  lying 
between  Philadelphia  and  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware , 
at  Cape  Hinlopen ,  on  the  weft  fide  of  that  river,  were* 
firft  fettled  by  Swedes  and  Dutch ,  tho’  the  whole  pro¬ 
vince,  at  this  day,  arc  a  mixture  of  feveral  European 
nations,  fuch  as  French ,  Englijh ,  Irijh ,  Moravians , 
Palatines ,  and  other  Germans .  William  Penn ,  in  con- 
fideration  of  fome  fuppofed  merit,  or  intimacy  with 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  Duke  of  York  and  Albany ,  (af¬ 
terwards  the  unfortunate  King  James  the  Second) 
obtained  a  proprietary  patent  of  this  province  •,  and 
its  quit-rents  (by  the  late  numerous  Irijh  and  German 
fettlers)  arife  to  a  greater  eftate  than  Lord  Baltimore's, 
but  is  divided  among  three  of  faid  Penn's  pofterity. 
The  firft  Eyiglifh  fettlers  here  were  Quakers  ;  for  above 
two  thoufand  of  thefe  people  went  out  of  England  at 
one  embarkation,  with  William  Penn ,  and  began  the 
city  of  Philadelphia ,  and  the  plantations  contiguous 
to  it.  Since  that  time,  great  numbers,  of  other  na¬ 
tions,  and  of  different  notions  in  religion,  have  chofe 
this  province  for  their  habitation  ;  not  to  avoid  any 
violence  to  their  perfons  or  principles,  (as  is  more 
commonly ,  than  truly,  alledged,  in  New- England  es¬ 
pecially)  but  to  improve  their  fortunes  in  thofe  parts. 
Soon  after  this  colony  had  a  little  increafed,  as  an 
Englijh  civil  government  became  neceflary,  and,  as 
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It  could  not  be  lately  trufted  in,  nor  its  powers  ao'ree- 
ably  executed  by,  .  any  but  Englijh  hands,  they  were 
reduced  to  a  fad  dilemma.  A  ftatute  of  William  and 
Mary ,  in  conformity  to  their  own  avowed  tenets,  had 
difqualified  Quakers  from  the  exercife  of  any  civil  au¬ 
thority  ;  and,  as  there  were  few  fit  among  them  for 
offices,  but  perfons  of  that  perfuafion,  they  petitioned 
the  crown  for  a  difpenfation  of  the  ftatute  ;  and  their 
prayer  was  heard.  Thus  let  into  the  adminiftration, 
they  foon  (hewed,  that  Nature  is  often  too  powerful 
for  Principle :  And,  tho’  they  declaim  againft  domi¬ 
nion,  yet,  when  they  are  once  entrufted  with  power, 
they  won’t  eafily  let  go  their  hold.  Thus  have  we 
feen  the  outcry,  railed  againft  the  doftrine  of  the  dif- 
penfing  power  in  the  crown,  in  the  reign  of  the  un¬ 
fortunate  father,  funk  into  filence  ;  and  the  fucceftors 
exercifing,  with  impunity,  what  only  an  attempt  upon 
ruin’d  the  predeceffor  :  So  true  is  it,  that  it  is  fome- 
times  fafer  for  one  man  to  fteal  the  horfe,  than  for 
another  to  look  at  him  thro’  or  over  the  hedge  ! 

I  believe  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  Pennfylvania  is  an 
abfolute  ftranger  to  an  uniformity  in  religion  ;  for  the 
different  countries,  that  contributed  to  the  peopling 
of  this  province,  carried  their  relpeftive  preachers  and 
opinions  along  with  them.  The  Church  of  England 
entered  no  earlier  here  than  1700;  but  God’s  blef- 
fing  upon  the  few  labourers  employed  as  miffionaries 
among  them,  has  given  the  church  a  large  and  pro- 
mifing  fpread.  The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts  maintain  at  preient  eight 
miffionaries  among  them,  who  have  the  care  of  treble 
that  number  of  churches,  befides  where  they  officiate 
in  private  houfes.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia  there 
is  a  large  church,  where  the  Society  maintain  Mr. 
Sturgeon ,  their  catcchift  ;  but  the  incumbent  (the 
worthy  and  Reverend  Dr.  Jenny ,  fon  of  Archdeacon 
Jenny y  in  Wancy-Town ,  in  tke  North  of  Ireland)  is 
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maintained  at  the  expence  of  his  own  Auditors.  There 
is  a  public  and  open  Mafs-houfe  in  this  City  ;  which  I 
note,  there  being  none  allowed  to  the  Northward  of 
it,  in  all  the  Englijh  Plantations.  The  Irijh  are  nu¬ 
merous  in  this  province ;  who,  befides  their  Inter- 
fperfions  among  the  Englijh  and  others,  have  peopled 
a  whole  County  by  themfelves,  called  the  County  of 
Donnegal,  with  many  other  new  Out-towns  and  Di- 
flrkfts.  In  one  of  thefe  Frontiers,  on  the  Forks  of 
Delaware ,  I  affifted  my  Brother  (who  left  Ireland 
againd  my  Advice)  in  purchafing  a  large  Trad  of 
Land,  which,  by  his  and  his  Wife’s  Demife,  above 
a  Year  ago,  defcends  to  his  Children.  -This  puts  me 
in  mind  to  intercede  with  your  Honour,  in  Behalf  of 
his  eldeft  Daughter,  married  to  one  Gamble ,  and  who, 

I  hear,  refolves  to  return  again,  to  receive  them  to 
your  Favour,  if  you  find  they  deferve  it,  as  defcended 
from  Anceftors  who  lived  happily  under  your  Father 
and  Grandfather,  and  Great-Grandmother,  the  Hon. 
Lady  Cork.  The  Exportations  from  this  Province 
are  principally  Wheaten  Flour,  which  they  fend  abroad 
in  great  Quantities  ;  and,  by  the  Acceffions  and  In- 
duftry  of  the  Irijh  and  Germans,  they  threaten,  in 
a  few  Years,  to  leflen  the  American  Demands  for  Irijh 
and  other  European  Linens.  Philadelphia  is  a  City 
incorporated,  and  governed  by  a  Mayor  and  Alder  - 
men  ;  and  they  have  lately  eredted  a  little  Academy 
in  this  City  for  the  Education  of  Youth. 

Next  to  Pennjylvania ,  and  on  the  Eafi:  Side  of  the 
River  Delaware,  lies  the  Province  which  goes  by  the 
Name  of  the  Eajl  and  Weft  JerJeys.  This  Tract  was 
formerly  reckoned  Part  of  Nova-Belgia,  now  Nezv- 
Tork  ;  but  the  aforefaid  Duke  of  York,  to  whom 
Penn’s  Country,  this,  and  the  prefent  Province  of 
New- York,  was  granted  by  King  Charles  II.  gave 
this  Part,  in  1664,  to  Lord  Berkeley  and  Sir  George 
Carteret .  Thefe  Gentlemen  cantoned  this  Country 
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Rito  two  Parts,  viz.  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfeys ;  but  the 
Proprietaries ,  in  1702,  furrendered  their  Rights  to 
tne  late  glorious  Queen  Ann,  ever  fince  which  Sur¬ 
render  it  has  gone  by  the  Name  of  New-Jerfey.  It 
uied  to  be  fo  annexed  to  New-2'ork,  that  whoever 
was  Governor  of  the  latter  was  alfo  Commander  in 
Chief  over  the  former :  But  they  had  a  diftinCt  Le- 
gtflature  ; .  and  they  are  now  feparated,  each  having 
ns  relpedtivc  Governor.  He  who  at  prefent  prefides 
as  Governor  over  New-Jerfey  is  a  New- England  Man ; 
an  Inucpcndent,  but  occafionally  conforms  in  Confe- 
quence  of  the  2 eft  Aft.  His  Name  is  Belcher  ;  and 
as  he  was  bom  at  B  oft  on,  in  New-England,  he  was 
many  \er.i?>  Governor  there.  The  firft  Inhabitants 
vreie  Quakers  and  Anabaptifts,  and  Sabbatarian  Bap- 
tids.  But,  as  your  Honour  may  have  a  Curiofity 
to  know  wherein  thefe  latter  differ  from  other  Anti- 
pajdobaptiffs,  you  are,  then,  to  know,  that  to  the 
errors  ol  the  other  Sedts  of  this  Stamp  they  add  this, 
as  peculiar  to  themfelves.  That  they,  in  a  Sort,  ju- 
claize  in  their  Beginning  and  Manner  of  keeping  the 
Sabbath,  and  rcfufe  all  religious  Pvegard  to  the  Lord’s 
Day  by  abftaining  from  their  ordinary  Callings  on 
Sunday.  After  the  Conqueft  of  this  Country',  in 
1664,  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Dutch,  their  reli¬ 
gious  Affairs  were  a  long  while  unfettled  and  con- 
lufed  ;  but,  at  pfelent,  its  Inhabitants  are  generally 
Dutch  and  Irijh  Prelbyterians,  New-England  Inde¬ 
pendents,  Quakers,  and  Baptifts  of  divers  Sorts. 

I  he  Church  ot  England,  however,  began  to  enter 
here  in  1702,  and  its  Succefs  and  Prog  refs  yields 
Matter  of  great  Thank fgiving  to  God.  The  Society 
maintain  here  feven  or  eight  Miflionaries,  who  have 
tiie  Care  of  many  more  Churches  ;  and,  as  our 
Church  gains  Ground,  the  Sectaries  leflen  both  in 
their  Oppofition  and  Numbers.  There  are  feveral 
Confiderable  Towns  in  this  Province;  and  one  fmall 

City, 


mam 


AMERICA  DISSECTED.  19 

City,  viz.  Perth- Amboy,  but  more  thinly  inhabited 
than  many  of  their  Towns.  Their  Produce  and 
Commerce,  being  much  the  fame  with  that  of  Penn- 
fylvania  and  New  -  2  ork ,  may  be  confidered  in 
the  Paragraphs  dedicated  to  them.  1  hey  have 
lately  fet  up  a  little  College  as  a  Seminary  for  their 
Youth. 

The  next  Province  we  proceed  to  is  that  of  New- 
York .  This  Province  (  exclufive  of  Najfau  Ifland, 
which  is  200  Miles  long,  and  on  that  Account  called 
Long  Ifland,  and  other  leffer  Iflands)  is  that  Tradt 
of  Land  that  lies  between  New- England  and  New- 
Jerfey,  and  is  not  above  20  Miles  broad  upon  Hud - 
fen’s  River,  but  extends  along  that  River  up  into  the 
Main-Land  at  leaft  200  Miles.  It  has  two  Cities, 
viz.  N ew-York ,  at  the  Mouth,  where  Hudfon’ s  River 
throws  itfelf  into  the  Sea;  and  Albany ,  100  Miles 
up  the  faid  River,  to  which  Veffels  of  any  Burden, 
under  100  Tons,  may  go  up,  and  fmaller  ones,  20 
Miles  further,  to  the  Village  Schenectady.  Theie  two 
Cities,  after  the  Reduction  ot  this  Province,  weie 
named  in  Honour  of  the  Duke’s  Englijh  and  Scott ijh 
Titles.  The  Dutch ,  foon  after  their  tranfporting  the 
Englijh  Brownijis  (of  whom  more  hereatter)  from 
Leyden ,  in  Holland ,  to  New- Plymouth,  in  New- Eng¬ 
land,  In  1620,  Tent  a  Colony  of  their  own  to  N ew- 
York,  at  that  Time  called  the  Manhadoes  by  the 
Indians  ;  but  King  Charles  the  Second  fent  Sir  Ro- 
bert  Carr,  at  the  Head  of  three  or  tour  thoufand 
Men,  who  foon  fubdued  Hogan  Mogan ,  and  wrefted 
this  Country  out  of  thefe  Hollanders  Hands.  How¬ 
ever,  in  the  Peace  that  fucceeded  the  Firft  Dutch 
War  in  thatPceign,  this  Trad,  containing  the  prefent 
P ennfylv ani a ,  New-Jerfey,  and  N ew-York ,  was  foi 
ever  ceded  to  the  Crown  of  England  ;  and  Surinam, 
a  Sugar  Settlement,  in  the  Latitude  of  five  Degrees 
North  on  the  Main-Land  ot  America ,  was  \ieleLd 
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.  *°  the  Dutch  in  Lieu  of  it.  Almoft  all  the  Engli/h 
Surmammers  quitted  their  Plantations,  agreeable  to 
the  Articles,  to  the  Dutch  Supplanted  But  not 
o  Dean  Swift’s  Nicholas  Frog ,  who  had  over- 
yicad  the  Fens  and  fat  Farms  of  Hudfcny s  River  * 
they  almoft  all,  to  a  Man,  fubmitted  to  the  Crown 
Oi.  hngiand,  and  faved  their  Settlements.  A  little 
Time  after .  this  Conqueft,  great  Numbers  of  Em- 
Ifh  came.  into  this  Country  ;  and,  by  After-accei- 
10ns,  it  is  become  a  well-cultivated  and  extenfive 
anc,  m  conlequence,-  a  rich  and  populous  Province. 
Indeed,  no  I  laces,  but  what  are  populous,  can  ever 
be  opulent.  The  King’s  Quit-Rents  from'  this,  and 
r  e-jo-j C: jey,  are  confiderable^  and  (as  you  will  eafdy 
believe)  every  Day  increafing.  The  Governor  and 
Council  are  commiflioned  by  the  Crown;  who,  with 
the  Keprefcntatives  chofe  by  the  Counties  and  Cor¬ 
porations,^  conllitute  the  Legiflature.  Four  Inde¬ 
pendent  Companies,  paid  out  of  the  Privy  Purfe,  as 
Part  of  the  Guards,  (not  upon  the  national  Eftablifh- 
ment)  are  cantoned  in  York,  Albany,  ScbeneBady , 
forts  'Ann  and  Hunter,  Ofwego,  and  other  Frontiers 
to  watch  the  Motions  of  their  Neighbours  the  French, 
j.iu.  the  frencniiicd  Indians.  Several  Gentlemen  have 
taken  out  Patents  for  large  T rafts  up  in  the  Country 
which  they  arc  fettling  as  faft  as  they  can  ;  and,  'in 
an  Age  or  two,  (if,  before  that,  we  fhould  not  be 
drove  into  the  Sea  by  the  French )  will  be  profitable  ; 
Lftates.  Sir  Peter  Warren ,  the  Admiral,  and  our 
Countryman,  is  one  of  thofe  who  own  much  of  thefe 
Lands,  1  lie  I sxportat ions  from  this  Province  arc 
principally  Furs,  Flour,  Bread,  Wheat,  Indian  Corn, 
pickled  Beef  and  Pork,  Rye,  Buck- Wheat,  and  other 
Articles,  being  much  the  fame  as  the  Produce  of  the 
two  laft-meationed  Provinces,  New-Jerfey  and  Penn- 
fylvania.  As  the  Provinces,  above  pointed  at,  are 
remarkable  tor  Melons,  Peaches,  Cherries,  Apples, 
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<kc.’  fo  the  farther  North  you  come,  the  lefs  rich  and 
poignant  thofe  hot-country  Fruits  are  ;  but  then  this 
Lois  is  made  up  by  Apples  and  Pears  growing  better, 
in  Proportion  as  you  remove  farther  from  the  Sun. 

In  this  Province  you  begin  to  meet  with  good  Cyder 
and  Perry,  which  grows  better  and  better  as  you  ad¬ 
vance  more  Eailward.  While  lam  writing  tnis,  1 1 1  e 
public  Prints,  brought  me  by  Poll,  purport',  that 
•the  Truftees  of  Georgia  didin  June  laftlurrender  their 
Charter  to  the  Crown,  and  that  a  Patent  had  palled 
the  Great  Seal  to  inveft  the  King,  and  his  Succeffors, 
with  all  the  Properties,  Powers,  and  Privileges,  here¬ 
tofore  granted  to  the  Body  Politic.  The  firft  public 
Bep  inning  of  the  Church  ol  ajivland.  in  the  1  rovinc*. 
of  New-Tor'k ,  was  Anno  Domini  1093  5  but  10  re¬ 
markably  has  God  appeared  again  ft  Schifm  and  Herefy, 
and  in  Behalf  of  the  truly  Apoftolic  Faith  and  decent 
Worfhip  of  the  Church  of  England,  that  at  this  Day 
there  are  ten  Miffionaries,  who  .officiate  in  more 
Churches.  Befides  thefe  ten  Clergymen,  thewociety 
maintain  fix  Epifcopal  School-mafteis,  one  Cac.^  chi  ft 
on  Long-IJland ,  and  another  Catechift,  in  Holy  Or¬ 
ders,  111  the  City  ot  Dew-Dork,  for  the  Inin  notion  oi 
the  Negro  Slaves  there,  and  as  Affiftant  to  the  lledtor 
of  the  Church  in  that  City,  who  is  maintained  by  the 
People  :  So  that,  where  nothing  but  Herefy  and  Ir- 
religion,  and  Schifm  prevailed,  there  are  now  twelve 
regular  Clergymen  in  Holy  Orders ;  and  tee  Poite- 
rity  of  the  Drone b  and  Dutch ,  forgetting  their  refpec- 
tive  Languages,  are  crowdi  n  g  i  n  to  the  Englifo  C !.  lure  hes , 
and  worlhippmg  God  with  mem  with  one  Aloulh  and 
one  Heart.  There  is  alfo  a  Subfcription  on  Foot  for 
eredting  a  little  College  in  this  Province  :  But  I  think 
the  Multiplication  of  fuch  fmall  Seminaries,  tho’  it 
may  a  little  increafe  Knowledge,  will  not  advance 
Learning  to  any  remarkable  Pitch  ;  as  the  Endow¬ 
ments  mu  ft  be  fmah,  and  men*  Libraries  i>! -flocked, 
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inE  lit  be  th°fe  °f  °ne  general  CoIIege  °r  Univdrfity 

Next  to  New -7  ork,  in  proceeding  Eaft  and  by 
North,  we  enter  on  the  Country  called  New- England, 
anc.  which  is  cantoned  into  the  two  Colonies  of  Con¬ 
ns  Jt  cut  and  Rbode-ljland,  with  the  four  Provinces  of 
the  Majfachufets-Bay,  New-Hampjhire ,  Main,  and 

if'S' . occ^"  before  I  enter  particularly  into  thefe 
3  rovinces,  I  mud  beg  Leave  to  premife  a  few  words 
relatmg  to  New- England  in  general.  King  James,  the 
Firil  ot  England,  and  Sixth  of  Scotland,  granted  this 
Country  to  &ir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  and  others,  moffly 
Devonflorre.  Gentlemen,  under  the  Style  and  Title  of 
the  council  ot  Plymouth  ;  and  as  the  Geography  of 
this  Country  was  hardly  emerged  into  any  tolerable 
Light,  indeed  of  afeertaining  their  Limits  on  Earth, 
they  fixed  their  Boundaries  in  the  Heavens.  He 
granted  them  all  that  American  Tract,  between  the 
Degrees  of  40  and  45  of  North  Latitude,  and  acrofs 
i.a:K.  to  tue  South-Sea: — A  Grant  furely  void,  on  ac- 
countof  uncertainty,  andfor  that  noKingof  England,  or 
otner  European  Monarch,  were  Lords  of  the  American 
Soil,  who  had  vail  Numbers  of  favage,  petty,  and  yet 
aofolute  Princes  of  its  own.  However,  their  royal 
Grants  gave  them  the  exclufive  Right  of  Pre-emption 
from  the  native  Princes  ;  as  no  Subjedt  can,  without 
R-oyal  Licence,  tranfport  themfelves  out  of  the  Pre¬ 
cincts  of  any  Prince,  more  than  transfer  their  Alle¬ 
giance.  1  bus  the  Patents,  whereby  the  Lands  are 
held,  and  civil  Dominion  exercifed,  gave  them  Leave 
to  remove  hither,  and  purchafe  ;  but  referved  the  fo- 
vereignty  over  them,  as  Subjeds  to  the  Englifh  Crown. 
IS  civ -England  was  lirft  peopled  by  the  Brownijls,  the 
firfi:  Sed  that  feparated  from  the  Church  ;  and  its 
inc  retie  was  owing  to  After-acceffions  of  Puritans, 
whole  a  dual  Departure  from  the  national  Worihip 
commenced  no  earlier  than  their  entrance  into  New- 
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England.  While  the  Virgin  -  Queen,  of  immortal 
memory,  fat  at  the  Helm,  fhe  fleered  to  fteady  a 
Courfe,  and  rode  with  fo  tight  a  rein,  that  Calvin’s 
Englifh  Difciples,  impregnated  with  the  leaven  of 
Geneva,  could  do  little  more,  upon  their  return,  af¬ 
ter  the  Maria  Perfecution,  than  fret  in  her  letters, 
murmur,  and  mutter  their  Difcontents  in  fecret.  It’s 
true,  that  the  above-faid  brcwne,  a  young  Clergy¬ 
man,  of  Fire  and  Zeal  over-proportionate  to  his  Dif- 
cretion,  drew  the  firft  Diffenting  Difciples  after  him  ; 
who,  tho’  he  boafted  he  had  been  in  every  Prifon  in 
England ,  for  Religion  and  Confcience  fake,  yet  when 
he  cooled,  and  came  into  the  Church  again,  by  a 
Recantation,  he  found  it  eafier  to  miflead,  than  re¬ 
duce  his  Followers  into  the  right  Road  again.  It 
fhould  feem,  God  would  not  fo  far  favour  the  firft 
Schilmatick,  as  to  vouchfafe  him  either  Skill  or  Suc- 
cefs  in  rebuilding  the  beautiful  Fabrick  of  his  Church 
he  had  before  done  his  utmoft  to  deface  and  pull 
down  1 — An  honour,  which  tis  pofhble  the  great 
Apcftle  of  the  Gentiles  had  never  enjoyed,  had  his 
Zeal,  inftead  of  fpending  itfelf  in  forcibly  keeping 
his  Countrymen  to  the  old  Religion,  which  certainly 
came  from  God,  been  employed  in  a  fly  Seduction 
from  an  Apoftohcal  Church  into  anothei,  that  had 
lefs  of  Divine,  and  more  of  Human  Contrivance  in 
it.  To  Elizabeth  fucceeded  James,  Father  of  the 
Martyr  :  He,  imagining  it  more  for  his  Eafe,  threw 
away  that  Queen’s  Curb,  and  rode  with  a  Snaffle. 
Under  this  foft  Sovereign,  the  Noncons  feem,  by  the 
Galliotifm  of  the  State,  and  the  Grindalizing  of  the 
Church,  to  have  grown  into  great  Numbers.  But 
Charles  refumed,  in  fome  Sort,  the  Heroine’s  Bridle, 
and  cave  Leave  to  Laud  to  make  ufe  of  W  hip  and 
gpur%  fo  the  fturdy  Puritan,  unufed  to  Reftraint,  and 
crown  reftive,  finding  flouncing  and  plunging  would 

not  throw  down,  run  away  front  his  Riders,  and  too  r 
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Sanduary  in  New-England.  But,  good  God  !  how 
nearly  did  that  moft  pious  Prince,  and  holy  Prelate 
1;/)  ipr  tills  !  and  how  fatal  and  lafting  have  been  the 
Confequences  ofthat  grand  Rebellion,  that  brought  both 
tnole  great  Perfonages  to  the  Block  !  I  return  from 
this  Digreflion,  to  acquaint  your  Honour,  that  Con- 
neShcut  is  that  Part  of  New- England  next  to  New- 
J  or k.  The  firft  EngUJb  Settlers'  of  this  Colony  were 
Puritans,  who  tranfported  themfelves  hither  in  1620. 
i  hey  formed  themfelves  into  a  Civil  Society,  by  an 
Innrument  of  Government  of  their  own  makino-  •  and 
by  fo  doing,  became,  by  flridnefs  of  Law,  liable  to 
the  Penalties  of  Treafon  ;  and  into  an  Ecclefiaftical 
•.'Gciety,  by  a  Platform  partly  borrowed  from  the 
hrownifis  of  Plymouth,  who  come  nine  years  before 
them,  and  partly  by  Additions  or  Inventions  of  their 
own,  and  fo  became  Independents,  and,  if  you  pleafe, 
ochilmaticks.  Vv  hen  Cromwell  began  the  exercife  of 
Sovereign  Power,  without  the  Character  and  Style  of 
King,  thefe  Sectarian  Settlements  foon  iubmitted  to 
his  \  oke  ;  and  their  fulfome  and  fawning  Addrelles 
fluffed  with  the  odious  Cant  peculiar  to  the  Age  and 
I  eoplc ,  ale  at  tins  Day  oiienlive  to  a  loyal  and  pious 
Ear.  1 


In  1663,  when  the  Revival  of  the  Good  Old  Caufe 
became  deiperate,  by  the  fucceeding  Reftoration,  and 
Re-fettlement  in  Church  and  State,  they  made  a  Virtue 
of  Necefbty,  and  iubmitted  to  the  Crown.  The  rc- 
ffored  Monarch,  who  was  all  Condelcenfion,  Grace, 
and  Good-Nature,  gave  them  a  Charter  ;  w-liicb,  tho* 
Surrendered  in  the  Reign  of  his  R.oyal  Brother,  was 
refumed  at  the  Revolution,  and  by  that  they  ftill  go¬ 
vern.  In  confequence  of  this  Charter,  the  Freeholders 
annually  chufe  a  Governor,  and  a  certain  Number  of 
Afliftants,  who  compofe  the  Council,  or  Upper-Houfe 
,  .  *  1 1  and  arc  alfo  the  Grand  Ordinary  in  all 
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among  themfelves,  Two,  to  reprefent  each  Town, 
•who  are  the  Lower-Houfe  ;  and  both  Houles, .  refold¬ 
ed  into  a  Grand  Committee,  chufe  all  other  Civil  and 
Military  Officers  ;  and  this  whole  Houfe  have  the 
Cognizance  of  Matrimonial  and  other  Matters.  _  Mar¬ 
riages  are  too  often,  and  for  flight  Caviles,  oiflolve 
by  the  Affembly  *  and  Divorces,  with  Liberty  to 
marry  a^ain,  ealily  obtained.  Indep e r de w c\ ,  by  a 
more  creditable  Nick-name,  called  Prejbyienanifm, 
is  the  Religion  of  the  State  ;  but,  of  late  Years,  fome 
Quakers,  more  Anabaptifts,  and  a  ftill  greater  Num¬ 
ber  of  Churchmen  have  crowded  into,  or  rather  con¬ 
formed  in,  that  Colony  ;  and,  by  prefent  Appearances, 
one  may  foretel,  that  the  Members  or  oui  Church  w  1  > 
in  a  Century  more,  amount  to  'a  major  Part  ol  the 
whole.  I  myfelf  began  one  Church,  by  occanonal 
Vifits  among  them,  at  a  Place  called  New- London, 
and  that  has  given  rife  to  others ;  fo  that  the  Society, 
fo  often  fpoken  of,  maintain  at  this  Day,  and  in  this 
Colony,  eight  Epifcopal  Miffionaries,  who  have  the 
Care  of  double  that  Number  of  Churches,  two  Scnool- 
mafters,  and  one  Catechift.  As  to  the  Character  o 
the  Independent  Teachers,  thofe  who  have  undertaken 
to  draw  their  Picture,  have  repreiented  them  as  notec 
for  Enthufiafm,  and  thofe  affected  Inipirations,  which 
for  the  molt  part  begin  in  Folly,  and  often  (if  no<.  al¬ 
ways)  end  in  Vice.  SomePens  have  diftingmfhed  them 
for  a  grave  Hypocrify,  Phlegmatick  Stiftneis,  anc 
Sacerdotal  Tyranny  ;  and  the  Laity,  lor  forms  ay 
and  Precifenefs,  and  covering  over  ill  Arts  and  Acts 
with  a  Cloak  of  Religion.  But  I  think  this  .lclum 
wears  too  harfh  Features  ;  tho’  it  muft  be  ownea 
not  to  be  abfolutely  void  of  Refemblance.  M  hatevei 
they  have  been,  there  are  certainly  many  valuable 
People  amongft  them  ;  and  the  Introduction  of  our 
Church  arid  their  Intermixture  with  Europeans,  lo¬ 
gins  to  give  them  a  better  Complexion  5  and  one  need 
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not  defpair  of  their  Improvement,  under  the  prefenr 
Appearances  Th0;  I  fay  this,  in  this  Paragraph 
dedicated  to  Ccnnetlicut ,  yet  it  is  with  very  little  Va¬ 
riation  applicable  to  the  New-Englanders  in  general  : 
I  mean,  iuch  as  are  Novanghans ,  by  a  fird,  fecond, 
and  third  Defcent,  and  downward.  This  Colony,  in 
ns  fiifl:  Beginnings,  and  during  the  UJurpeY s  Rei«-n, 
was  tvvo  didindt  Jurifdicdions,  under  the  Names'" of 
the  Colony  of  A Tew-Havcn,  and  that  of  Say-Brook , 
io  called  from  the  Lords  %  and  Brook .  Charles  the 
,  econd  united  thefe  in  1663  5  and,  from  a  large  na¬ 
vigate  River,  that  riles  far  up  in  the  Inland  Coun- 
u\,  called  it  the  Colony  of  Conneffiicut,  The  two 
capital  Towns,  where  the  General  Afiembly  alternately 
ht,  are  Hartford,  fituated  on  the  great  River,  and 
1  ew-Haven,  on  the  Sound,  that  feparates  Long - 
Jjland  (in  New -York.  Province)  from  the  Main .  In 
the  latter  of  thefe,  viz.  New -Haven ,  there  is  a  Col¬ 
lege  or  leventy  and  more  Students,  with  a  Prelident, 
and  two  or  three  Fellows.  One  of  the  prefent  Fel¬ 
lows  is  a  Son  of  Mr.  James  Hillhoufe ,  who  lived  near 
Art ekilly ,  hard  by  Newtown-Leatnevaddy  ;  and  the 
Prefident,  Mr.  Yhomas  Clap ,  was  my  Scholar,  when 
I  came  hid  into  thefe  Parts,  and  on  all  Occahons 
gratefully  acknowledges  his  receiving  the  hrd  Rudi¬ 
ments  of  his  Learning  from  me,  who,  by  the  way, 
have  but  a  Modicum  to  hoad  of  myfelf.  ConneSthut 
is  a  Colony  remarkable  for  Indudry,  and  a  tolerable 
good  Soil  ;  and  no  Place  this  way  can  boad  of  lar¬ 
ger  Exportations,,  in  proportion  touts  Extent  and  In¬ 
habitants.  Lumber ,  lb  far  as  that  means  Barrel  and 

Hogfhead  Staves  and  Heading,  Hoops,  Clift-boards 
and  shingles  of  Cedar,  are  (hipped  off'  here  in  great 
Quantities  ;  and  the  Markets  in  the  other  Main-land 
Provinces,  as  well  as  our  IVeft-lndia  Illands,  owe  a 
good  deal  of  their  Supply  to  the  Butter,  Beef,.  Mut- 
mn„  Pork,  hdian  Corn,  and  Wheat,  of  this  Colony.. 
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'  Travelling  Eaftward,  the  next  Region  that  nfes  to 
View  is  the"  little  Colony  of  Rhode- jfland,  &c.  v.nere 
Providence  has  fixed  me,  and  where  I  have  refided  m 
Quality  of  Miffionary  thirty-one  Y  ears  lait  Afri  . 
T&  Colony  is  bounded  1 VtJUriy  »«k 
Southerly,  on  the  Sea  ;  Eaflerly  and  Northerly,  by 
the  large  Province  of  the  Mngankufils-Bv,  wh.ch, 
running  a  long  way  up  into  the  ant.,  Y  a  ,  •  t 
North  Line,  joins  New-iork  Province  ;  by  vh  c. 
means  our  Communication  and  CmneStim  s,  la 
warri  :s  cut  off,  and  both  Colonies  flaked  down  to 

fixed’and  determined  Bounds.  This  little  Diftr,a  ex- 
tends  itfelfto  no  more  than  about  forty  Miles  m  lc  g  » 
and  thirty  in  breadth,  or  it  may  be  forty  (for  I  write 
to  you.  Sir,  from  Memory  only).  It  contains 
1,024,000  Acres,  and  is  peopled  with  about  30,000 
Inhabitants,  young  and  old,  white  and  black.  It 
was  firft  purchafed,  for  lefs  than  the A  alue  of  50..  -  * 

line,  of  an  Indian  Emperor,  named  Miautmomy,  -nd 
offer  inferior  Sachems,  his  tributary  Princes  ;  and 
peonled  by  Refugees  from  the  Maffachufets  Colon} , 
fn  1627.  By  a  Letter  dated  from  on  board  the  Ship 
Arabella  in  Plymouth-Hdrhour ,  in  England,  begging 
^Pr^rs  andVffings  of  the  Bilhopr  and  Clergy  of 
England,  thefe  Maffacbujet ‘Puritans  duciaim  a.,)  De- 
flo  n  of  feparating  from  the  Church  of  England ;  avow- 
ifr  their  intention  to  be  only  a  feceffion,  in  point  of 
Place  but  no  Departure  from  Doctrine  or  \\  orffiip. 
Notw’ithftanding  that  Pretence,  they  were  no  iooner 
fettled  in  their  new  Habitation,  than  their  old  un¬ 
opened  Purpofes  appeared  ;  the  Common-1  rayer  wa 
out-voted,  and  Extempore  Prayer,  then,  called  the 
New-Way,  was  preferred  to  the  old  Liturgick  Method 
of  Worfhip.  From  this  Time,  they  who  clamouied 
fo  loud  againft  Perfecution,  and  the  Meafurcs  taken, 
in  England  to  exadt  Conformity,  immediately  made  a 

Law,  that  none  ffiould  be  free  of  their  Junfdidhon^ 
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Communicants'  in^ftiZ  (l”  '5"  S“r«)  aflual 

w^fwThn 

SuMSubmiZ’;  and 

nr  ft  disfranchifed  amT  fT’  ,wQhereuPon  theY  were 

ment  pronounced  aSbft  rh^1  S??T  °/Banifh- 

by  a  ihort  and  certain  Day  Vfo  ! Y-  fubl1?Itted 
ryincr  fjnjo  cpnt.  •  ^  *  -Before  the  time  of  car- 

diftrefled  Party  npCC  u?to  ^',x:e,cut|on’  tbl<?  Heads  of  the 

Wildernefs,  and  ^  v^ld> uncukivated 

pnrjlql-  I  ‘  111  Wlth  Rbode-IJland,  made  the 

Time  betweenM?  V ^  emPloyed  tlie  intermediate 
the  Execntf?  •  bePtence  °f  *eir  Expulfion,  and 
Effeifts  to  Rh  d  t/7*  j1  reiBovklS  tkeir  Families  and 

vfdfnce  *t  reJAai’rfd  a  Town  here  called  Pro- 
felve'-  bv  r l"  hefe  Rbode~  Wand  Refugees  refolved  them- 

a  Bodvkr  V^  inkad  ot  a  ietter  ^ulhority,  into 
a  jji/jv  •  ohtick,  with  Libert1'  rf'pAot  •  •„ 

to  Peoiile  of  nirp»  r  r  JeiF  or  Conlcience  allowed 
and  le  i  c  ^T-5’  and  becai™  not  a  regular 

made  ?  „?Tm  “I  b  1i"g  Cb"l“  d>£  Second 

after  hr  h-,/°  6 63>,  a  Da7  or  a  Day 

theLani 

*c  -doou^uentiy 

of1 TsSrt:ha'  \dl^y  tSgon 

eftablipicd  Tb  U  '"it  >  no  Kelieion  is 

ana  Sock  I.  “  c “  **»  IM>'>  ”*  Impunity,  beof 

for  the  nioll  pTt,  .“"plf  ’•  ^  ^ 

kerifm  brol  e  o"’t  fc«  S  ’?  L""  C  As  ^ 
i 6C,  FmitlV  r  I  i?  England  in  1651,  fo,  in 
2g?” »  of  «*  rnthufiafm  were  difpatchetl 

“  ;  and  mo  fooner  did  their  Preachers 

appear 
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^appear  in  Rho‘de-IJlandy  but  they  found  many  of  the 
Pofterity  of  the  firft  Planters  too  well  prepared  for  the 
Reception  of  that  peftilent  Herefy.  The  twenty-four 
Years  that  had  run  out  from  their  firft  Removal  from 
England,  and  the  feventeen  that  had  elapfed  from  their 
fecond  Settlement,  at  Rhode -JJland,  had  carried  off  the 
Stage  of  Life  moil:  of  thofe  who  received  the  firft 
Rudiments  of  Religion  in  the  Mother  Country.  Their 
Defcendents  and  Suceeflbrs,  without  Schools,  without 
a  regular  Clergy,  became  neceflarily  rude  and  illite- 
jate  ;  and,  as  Quakerifm  prevailed,  Learning  was  de¬ 
cried,  Ignorance  and  Herefy  fo  increafed,  that  neither 
Epiphaniud s,  nor  Sir  Richard  Blackmore’ s  Catalogues, 
contain  more  heterodox  and  different  Opinions  in  Re¬ 
ligion  than  were  to  be  found  in  this  little  Corner. 
The  Magiftrates  of  the  Majfachufets ,  who  had  before 
bore  fo  hard  upon  the  Rhode-ljlanders ,  hanged  four 
of  thefe  firft  Quaker  Speakers.  This,  with  other  Se¬ 
verities,  exercifed  on  their  Profelites  in  that  Province, 
contributed  to  fend  Shoals  of  thefe  Sectaries  to  Rhode - 
IJlandy  as  to  a  fafer  SanCtuary.  This  will  account  to 
you,  for  the  Power  and  Number  of  Quakers  in  this 
Colony  ;  who,  notwithftanding,  did  not  aim  at  Civil 
Authority,  until  their  Brethren  of  Fennfylvania  had  got 
into  the  Saddle  of  Power  ;  and,  as  they  were  fure  of 
the  major  Vote,  they  thought,  and  they,  as  it  has 
proved,  thought  right,  they  might  exercife  thofe 
Powers  by  the  Connivance ,  ^vhich  their  Brethren  did 
by  the  Confent  of  the  Crown.  In  1700,  after  Qua¬ 
kerifm  and  other  ITerefies  had,  in  their  Turns,  ruled 
over  and  tinged  all  the  Inhabitants  for  the  Space  of 
forty-fix  Years,  the  Church  of  England ,  that  had 
been  loft  here  through  the  Ncglebt  of  the  Crowii,  en¬ 
tered  as  it  were,  unobferved  and  unfeen,  and  yet  not 
without  feme  Succefs.  A  little  Church  was  built  in 
Newport ,  the  Metropolis  of  the  Colony,  in  1702,  and 
£hat  in  which  I  officiate  in  Narragan/et,  in  1707. 

There 
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There  have  been  two  Incumbents  before  me ;  but 
neither  of  them  had  refolution  enough  to  grapple  with 
the  Difficulties  of  the  Million,  above  a  Year  a-piece. 
I  entered  on  this  Million  in  1721;  and  found  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  not  a  Tabula  rafa ,  or  clean  Sheet  of  Paper,  up¬ 
on  which  I  might  make  any  Impreffions  I  pleafed  ; 
but  a  Field  full  of  Briars  and  Thorns,  and  noxious 
weeds,  that  were  all  to  be  eradicated,  before  I  could 
implant  in  them  the  Simplicity  of  Truth.  However, 
by  God’s  Bleffing,  I  have  brought  over  to  the  Church 
home  Hundreds,  and,  among  thevHundreds  I  have 
baptized,  there  are  at  leaft  150  who  received  the  Sa¬ 
crament  at  my  Hands,  from  twenty  Years  old,  to  fe- 
venty  or  eighty.  Ex  Pede  Herculem .  By  this,  you 
may  guefs,  in  how  uncultivated  a  Country  my  Lot 
fell.  By  my  Excurfions,  and  Out-  Labours,  a  Church 
is  built  25  Miles  to  the  Weftward  of  me,  but  not 
now  under  my  Care  ;  another  16  Miles  to  the  North¬ 
ward  of  me,  where  I  officiate  once  a  Month  ;  and,  at  a 
Place  fix  Miles  farther  off,  on  the  Saturday  before 
that  monthly  Sunday.  I  gathered  a  Congregation  at 
a  Place  called  New-Brijtol ,  where  now  officiates  a 
Miffionary  from  the  Society  ;  and  I  was  the  firft  Epif- 
copal  Minifter  that  ever  preached  at  Providence ,  where, 
for  a  long  Time,  I  uled  to  go  four  times  a  Year ;  but 
that  Church  has  now  a  fixed  Miffionary  of  its  own. 
I  took  Notice  before  of  my  Labours  at  New- London 
in  Connecticut ,  and  would  to  God  I  could  boaft  of 
moreSuccefs  !  but  Toil  and  Travel  has  put  me  beyond 
my  Left  ;  and,  if  I  am  not  rewarded  with  a  little 
Reft  in  Europe ,  where  my  Defires  are,  I  have  ftrong 
Hopes  of  infinitely  more  defirable  Reft  from  my  La¬ 
bours,  in  thofe  celeftial  Manfions  prepared  by  my  dear 
Redeemer.  Befides  the  Members  of  our  Church, 
who,  I  may  boaft,  are  the  beft  of  the  People,  being 
Converts,  not  from  Convenience  or  civil  Encourage¬ 
ment,  but  Confidence  and  Conviction  3  there  are  Qua¬ 
kers., 
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kers,  Anabaptifts  of  four  Sorts,  Independents,  with  a 
ftill  larger  Number  than  all  thofe,  of  the  Defcendants 
of  European  Parents,  devoid  of  all  Religion,  and 
who  attend  no  Kind  of  Public  Worfhip.  In  all  the 
other  Colonies,  the  Law  lays  an  Obligation  to  go  to 
fome  Sort  of  Worfhip  on  Sunday  ;  but  here,  Liberty 
of  Confcience  is  carried  to  an  irreligious  Extreme. 
The  Produce  of  this  Colony  is  principally  Butter  and 
Cheefe,  fat  Cattle,  Wool,  and  fine  Horfes,  that  are 
exported  to  all  Parts  of  the  Englijh  America .  They 
-  are  remarkable  for  Fleetnefs  and  fwift  Pacing ;  and 
I  have  feen  fome  of  them  pace  a  Mile  in  little  more 
than  two  Minutes,  a  good  deal  lefs  than  three .  There 
are  above  300  Vefiels,  l'uch  as  Sloops,  Scooners,  Snows, 
Brigantines,  and  Ships,  from  60  Tons  and  upwards, 
that  belong  to  this  Colony ;  but,  as  they  are  rather 
Carriers  for  other  Colonies,  than  furnifhed  here  with 
their  Cargoes,  you  will  go  near  to  conclude  that  we 
are  lazy  and  greedy  of  Gain,  fince,  infiead  of  culti¬ 
vating  the  Lands,  we  improve  too  many  Hands  in. 
Trade.  This  indeed  is  the  Cafe.  There  are  herey 
which  is  no  good  Symptom,  a  vaft  many  Law1  Suits  ; 
more  in  one  'Year  than  the  County  of  Derry  has 
in  twenty  ;  and  Billy  MB  Evers  has  been  fo  long  your 
Father’s,  and  your  Honour’s  Conftable,  that  he  would 
make  a  very  good  Figure  on  the  Bench  ol  our  Courts  of 
Seffion  and  Common-Pleas,  and  no  contemptible  one 
on  thofe  of  our  Courts  of  Aflize  and  General  Goal 
Delivery,  The  Novanglians  in  general,  the  Rhode - 
IJlanders  in  particular,  are  perhaps  the  only  Peo¬ 
ple  on  Earth  who  have  hit  on  the  Art  of  enrich¬ 
ing  themfelves  by  running  in  Debt.  This  will 
remain  no  longer  a  Myftery,  than  I  have  related  to 
your  Honour,  that  we  have  no  Money  among  us,  but 
a  depreciating  Paper  Currency  ;  and  this,  in  the  Cur¬ 
rent  of  30  Years,  has  dwindled  down  from  6s.  8d,  to 
about  4I.  per  Ounce.  He  who  difpofes  of  his  Goods  on 
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long  Credit,  and  another  who  lends  his  Money  at 
iol.  i2f,  or  even  15I.  per  Cent,  the  firft  lofes  his' 
Profits,  and  the  laft  fome  of  his  Principal,  befide^ 
all  the  Intereft.  Indeed,  a  new  Aft  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament,  ill-penned,  paffed  laft  Winter,  to  reftrain 
us:  But  fuch  Things  are  only  Bruta  Fulmina;  and 
we  fhall  go  on,  I  doubt,  in  our  old  Way  of  Paper 
Emiffions,  unlefs  the  Lord,  in  Mercy  to  us,  fhould 
difpofe  the  fovereign  Power  to  vacate  our  Patent,  and 
prevent  our  Deftruftion,  by  taking  us  out  of  our  own 
Hands.  I  mentioned  Wool  as  one  of  the  Productions 
of  this  Colony  ;  but,  altho’  it  is  pretty  plenty  where 
I  live,  yet  if  you  throw  the  Englijh  America  into  one 
Point  of  View,  there  is  not  half  enough  to  make 
Stockings  for  the  Inhabitants.  We  are  a  vaft  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  England ,  in  the  Confumption  of  her  Ma¬ 
nufactures  ;  for  which  we  make  Returns,  in  new  Ships, 
Whale  Oil,  and  Bone,  (which  grows  in  the  Whale’s 
Mouth)  and  dry  Fifh,  to  the  Ports  of  Portugal , 
Spain ,  and  Italy ,  which  are  paid  for  by  Draughts  on 
London  and  Brijlol  Merchants.  I  with  Ireland  were 
at  Liberty  to  fhip  us  their  Woollens,  which  we  fhall 
always  want,  inftead  of  her  Linens,  which  will  foon 
ceafe  to  be  in  Demand  here.  Before  I  leave  this  Co¬ 
lony,  give  me  Leave  to  obferve  to  your  Honour,  that 
the  Lord  Marquis  of  Hamilton ,  Predeceffor  to  the 
late  Dukes  of  that  Title,  bought  of  the  aforefaid 
Council  of  Plymouth  60  Miles  fquare  of  Land,  which 
comprehends  moft  of  this  Colony,  and  Part  of  Con¬ 
necticut ,  with  10,000  Acres  at  Sagadahock;  and  on¬ 
ly  Length  of  Time,  Negleft,  and  fome  Misfortunes 
that  betel  that  Family,  have  deprived  them  of  the 
Benefit  of  that  great  Eftate.  The  laft  Duke  put  a 
Copy  of  his  Patent  into  my  Hands,  when  I  was  in 
England ,  in  1737;  and  from  that,  and  what  he  told 
me,  it  appeared  to  my  Underftanding,  that  his  Title 
was  good,  and  might,  were  the  Times  favourable  to 

that 
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that  Family,  be  recovered  again.  At  an  eafy  Quit- 
Rent  of  5s.  Sterling  per  100  Acres,  it  would  amount 
to  more  than  3760 1.  ptf  Annum.,  and  might  be  im¬ 
proved  to  a  much  greater  Sum. 

The  next  Province  to  Rhode- IJland  is  the  Province, 
of  Majfachufets-Bay,  whofe  Metropolis  _  is  BoJJ on,  a 
Town  containing  about  20,000  Inhabitants.  It  is 
bounded  foutherly  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean ;  welter ly ,  on 
Rhode-ljland  and  Connecticut  Colonies;  X"10F t  ^  ^ 

partly  as  far  as  the*  French ,  on  the  Back  of  us,  will 
fuffer  them  to  extend  ;  and  eafterly,  and  partly  nor¬ 
therly,  on  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire.  This 
Province  was  originally  two  Colonies  ;  viz.  New  Ply¬ 
mouth  Colony,  and  that  of  the  Majfachufets.  New 
Plymouth  was  fettled  in  1620,  by  the  Englifo  Brownijts , 
who  had  refided  ten  Years  at  Leyden  and  the  Hague , 
in  Holland ,  and  were  obliged  by  the  States  to  remove- 
Quitting  the  Name  of  Brownijts ,  taken  from  Brown 
above-mentioned,  on  their  Entrance  into  New- Eng¬ 
land  y  they  became  known  by  the  Epithet  of  Indepen¬ 
dents  ;  and,  upon  their  Principles  and  Platform  of 
Church  Government,  all  the  Independents  in  New- 
England  eredted  and  regulated  their  Churches,  if 
you  are  pleafed  to  call  them  fo.  The  Adajfachufet  s 
Colony  was  fettled  by  an  Imbarkation  of  Purit ans  in 
1629,  and  a  greater  in  1630;  altho’,  in  1622,  a 
Number  of  Epifcopal  People  had  fettled  at  a  Place 
called  Weymouth ;  but  the  Plymotheans  foon  proved 
fo  bad  Neighbours  to  them,  and  irritated  the  Natives 
againft  them,  that  Mr.  Morrel  their  Minifter,  and 
h?s  People,  were  fain  to  flee  to  Virginia ,  a  Church 
Settlement  from  the  Beginning.  Grown  wanton  with 
Power  and  Privilege,  it  became  neceflary  to  quell  the 
Fadions  in  thefe  little  Colonies,  by  ifluing  Quo  JV ar- 
ranto's  againft  their  Charters,  and  entering  up  Judg¬ 
ment  in  the  King’s  Bench  againft  them,  as  forfeited* 
King  William  granted  them  a  more  limited  Patent, 

F  by 
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by  which  they  are  united  into  one  Province  bv  the 
Name  of  the  Province  of  the  Majfachuftu-Bay ,  in 
New-England.  The  Crown  referves  the  Power  of 
appointing  them  a  Governor,  a  Lieutenant  Governor 
and  a  Secretary  ;  and  the  Governor  may  approve  or 
unapprove  the  Choice  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Lower 
Home  of  Ailembly,  and  can  give  his  Negative  to  all 
Laws.  The  Freeholders  annually  chufe  Reprefenta- 
tives  for  their  General  Court,  and  thofe  chufe  the 
Counfcllors,  who  may  all  be  negatived  by  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  except  feven,  the  necefiary  Quorum.  TheGo- 
\  ei  nor  adt s  by  a  Set  of  Royal  Inftrudfions  t  and  their 
Laws  muft  have  the  Royal  Fiat  before  they  are  bind¬ 
ing.  Independency  is  the  Religion  of  the  Publick  ; 
vet  there  are  ten  Churches  of  England  in  that  Pro¬ 
vince,  under  the  Care  ot  ten  Clergymen,  as  there  are, 
in  Rhode  -  J/land  Colony,  five  Clergymen  and  fix 
Churches.  They  are  obliged  to  other  Colonies  for 
many  of  the  Necefiaries  of  Life,  yet  they  have  a  o-reat 
Trade  to  Fingland  with  Whale-bone,  Oil,  Pitchfand 
Eat  and  to  Portugal ,  hpain,  and  Italy ,  with  dried 
Fifh  ;  to  the  IVejt-Indies,  with  Cod,  Mackarel, 
Boards,  frames  for  Floufes,  and  other  Sorts  of  Lum¬ 
ber.  They  have  one  College  at  New  Cambridge ,  and 
many  petty,  ill-taught  Grammar-Schools ;  yet,  under 
thefe  mean  Advantages,  they  are  a  more  polite  and 
regular  People  than  feme  of  their  Neighbours.  This 
is  a  very  large  and  populous  Province,  and  has  many 
injh  Settlements  in  the  Out-Towns,  on  the  French 
Frontier  ;  fo  that  our  Countrymen,  tho’  lei's  efteem- 
ed  than  they  ought  to  be,  are  yet  their  Barrier  in 
Time  of  War. 

New-Hampjhire  Province  lyes  Eaftward  of  the 
Majfacbufets ,  and  is  abfolutely  under  the  King.  ’Tis 
from  hence  the  Royal  Navy  is  furnifhed  with  Mail¬ 
ing,  Yards,  Spars,  and  Oars  ;  and  whoever  is  Maf- 
ter  of  this,  and  the  Provinces  Eaftward  of  it,  muft 
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be  Matter  at  Sea  in  Europe.  Of  fuch  Confequence 
are  thefe  Northern  Plantations  to  the  Crown,  that 
without  them  ’tis  not  poffible  to  preferve  the  Domi¬ 
nion  of  the  Sea.  There  is  one  very!  worthy  Clergyman 
of  our  Church  fixed  in  Portfmcuth,  the  Metropolis 
of  this  Province.  His  Name  is  Browne,  and  he  was 
born  in  Drogheda.  The  Governor  and  Council  go  to 
Church  here  ;  and,  were  all  the  Colonies  immediately 
under  the  Crown,  as  this  is,  the  Church  would  gain 
Ground  fatter  than  She  does.  In  this  Province  lies 
that  town  called  London  Derry,  all  Irijh,  and  famed 
for  Induftry  and  Riches. 

Next  you  enter  on  the  Province  of  Main ,  which 
in  its  Civil  Government  is  annexed  to  the MaJJacbufets, 
as  Sagadabock  alfo  is  ;  and  both  rather  by  Ufe  than 
Right.  In  thefe  two  Eaftern  Provinces  many  Irijh 
are  fettled,  and  many  have  been  ruined  by  the  French 
Indians,  and  drove  from  their  Homes.  It  is  pretty 
true  to  obferve  of  the  Irijh,  in  general,  that  thofc 
who  come  here  with  any  Wealth  are  the  worfe  for 
their  Removal ;  though,  doubtlels,  the  next  Gene¬ 
ration  will  not  fuller  lo  much  as  their  fathers :  But 
thole  who,  when  they  came,  had  nothing  to  lofe, 
have  throve  greatly  by  their  Labour.  He  that  lies 
on  the  Ground  can  fall  no  lower  ;  and  fuch  are  the 
fitted:  to  encounter  the  Difficulties  attending  new 
Settlers.  But  I  mutt  fay  no  more. 

More  Eaftward  ftill,  and  beyond  the  Bay  of  Fundy, 
is  the  U  Acadian  Country  called  Nova  Scotia.  This 
Country  was  eredfed  into  a  Colony  of  Scotch  by  King 
James  the  Firft,  their  Countryman.  It  was  ceded  to 
the  French  Crown  by  his  Grandfon  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond,  and  they  called  it  U Acadia.  In  Queen  Ann's 
War,  General  Francis  Nicholfon,  at  the  Head  of 
forne  New-England  Troops,  difciplined  by  ■ Englijh 
Officers,  the  French  Fort  in  Port-Royal,  and  with 
that  Garrifon  the  whole  Province,  became  a  Conqueft. 

•  F  2  The 
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The  French  Pianters  transferred  their  Allegiance,  but 
ained  their  Religion,  and  are  at  this  Day  called 
the  Neutral  French  ;  but,  by  their  Behaviour  in  the 

atc  r^ar’-i°ne  nia-y  tllat  they  are  not  fo  fond  of 
Fnghp  Liberty,  as  of  what  we  are  too  much  ufed  to 
call  French  Tyranny.  Port -Royal,  in  honour  of 
Queen  Ann,  changed  its  Name  into  Annapolis  Royal 
and  is  ever  fince  her  War  an  Englijh  Garrifon.  Eaft- 
ward  of  Annapolis ,  and  in  the  fame  Province,  is  the 
^wrTow1n  ot  Halifax,  which  has  made  fo  much 
oik  in  the  pubhek  Prints  :  It  confifts  of  about  coco 
Inhabitants  befides  the  Troops.  It  muft  be'  fun- 
potted  well  from  England  for  at  leaft  twenty  Years  to 
come,  before  it  can  become  independent,  fr  be  foie 
to  defend  and  provide  for  itfelf.  If  it  is  a  Barrier  fet- 
m  earned:,  it  may  in  Time  make  Amends  for 
■tne  Rols  ol  Louifbourg,  taken  by  your  Countryman 
the  brave  Admiral  Warren  ■  but  if  it  is  intended  no 
more  than  to  amufe,  and  be  negle&ed,  it  will  not 
ltand  long  before  French  Forces,  when  there  is  aRup- 
ture  with  that  Crown.  But  this  is  a  delicate  Point  ' 
and  requires  to  be  touched  tenderly.  1 

Newfoundland,  a  large  Ifland  in  the  Atlantic  is 
the  next  American  Ehglifh  Settlement.  It  was  for¬ 
merly  granted  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  and  Herbert 
LarJ  ot  Pembroke,  in  Partnerlhip  ;  but  they  have 
negledted  to  fettle  and  improve  it.  There  are,  how¬ 
ever,  ieveral  large  Settlements  of  Fifhermen  ;  and, 
on  the  South  Shore  of  this  Ifland,  the  Society  main- 
tam  two  M^ionanes  among  them.  A  Captain  of 
the  \V  ar-Ship,  Rationed  there,  is  the  Governor  during 
Ins  otay  ;  and,  when  there  is  no  Man  of  War,  the 
Caption  of  the  flrft .  EngliJJj  Ship  that  comes  to  An- 
chor  is  Chief  Commander. 

Thus  have  I,  in  a  very  curfory  and  incorrect 
JCannc  r,  run  over  the  EngliJ/j  Plantations,  without 
obleiving,  however,  the  thoulandth  Part  of  what  de« 
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ferves  Notice.  I  write  now,  from  Memory,  though 
in  the  Style  of  Truth  ;  and  flatter  mvfelf,  horn  the 
Candour  fo  peculiar  to  the  Cary’s,  that  you  will  over¬ 
look  the  Faults  of  this  indigefted  Letter  :  And,  if 
any  unguarded  or  fevere  Exprcffions  have  dropped 
from  my  Pen,  you  will  fecure  me  from  Cenfure,  by 
making  a  generous  Ufe  of  my  Freedom.  . 

To  return  to  A T6W-E-yiglciYid  :  As  the  "Jews  hso.  tneir 
Nazareth ,  the  New- Englanders  have  their  Ireland ; 
but,  as  what  is  always  due  to  too  national  a  Spirit, 
they  are  as  much  defpifed  in  the  other  Engltjh  Plan¬ 
tations,  as  any  league  is  by  them.  This  country 
might  be  made  greatly  ferviceable  to  the'  Mother- 
Country  by  proper  Management ;  but  falfe *  I  had 
almoft  faid  fatal  Policy,  has  overlooked  botKvthe  ci¬ 
vil  and  religious  Interefls  of  EngliJIo  America.  In¬ 
deed,  the  Society  for  Propagation,  &c.  has  done 
Wonders  ;  but  nothing  lefs  than  Royal  and  N  ational 
Attention  is  equal  to  the  Thing.  If  our  Accounts 
from  Home  may  be  depended  upon,  Religion  runs 
low,  and  Ireland  is  like  to  regain  its  ancient  Name 
of  Infula  Santtorum,  compared  with  the  greater 
I  (land.  The  Revolution,  which  happened  before  you 
or  I  were  born,  might  be  thought  a  wife  and  nece!- 
fary  Meafure  :  But,  we  fee,  it  has  been  followed  with 
fome  bad  Confeciuences  t  to  get  fiee  fiom  Popery, 
we  have  run  into  Infidelity  and  Scepticifm,  and,  like 
Roman  Mariners,  Incidimus  in  Scyllam,  cupientes  vi- 
tare  Charibdem.— Except  the  little  Revival  Religion 
had  in  Queen  Ann’s  Reign,  the  Church  has  gained  no 
Ground,  but  in  America,  fince  that  Period.  This 
puts  me  in  Mind  of  Pope,  upon  Criticifm  :  After 
fpeaking  of  King  Jama’s  Reign,  and  paffing  to  the 
next,  he  lays, 

The  following  Licence  of  a  foreign  Reign 

Did  all  the  Dregs  of  hold  Socinus  drain. 

Then  firft  the  Belgian  Morals  were  extoll’d. 

We  their  Religion  had,  and  they  our  Gold : 


Then 
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Then  unbelieving  Prielts  reform’d  the  Nation, 

And  taught  more  pleafant  Methods  of  Salvation. 

But  Mr  Pope  was  a  Papift,  and  fo  retained  little 
Reverence  tor  the  Revolution  ;  but  he  was  an  Eraf- 
mian  one,  and  therefore  the  better  to  be  borne  with. 

,;h  Tn°^lR  C'ler  oe  fettled  in  Europe,  and  have  a 
tie  Leifure,  I  would  employ  my  Pen  in  a  final! 
lJitory  ex  toe  Englijh  Plantations;  but,  if  that  is 
nor  my  Fate,  I  may  leave ,  perhaps,  -but  can’t  with 
Safety^,  the  Publick  what  may  be  helpful  to  an 
aolei  Hand.  The  Share  of  Satisfa&ion  which  a  Man 
of  my  Age  can  promife  himfelf  in  this  World,  is 
mal ,  and  hardly  worth  Attention ;  and  yet  I  ft  on  Id 
be  g  ad,  were  it  God’s  Will,  to  end  my  Days  nearer 
to  where  I  began  them  than  I  now  am.  I  have 
great  Reaion  to  thank  God,  that  I  was  afflicted  and 
abided  by  a  falfe  Charge  in  my  Youth,  as  that  opened 

me  na  Way  mto  the  Chriftian  Priefthood  in  the 
mob  excellent  of  all  Churches.  As  I  never  was  a 
father  in  any  Form,  and  have  none  but  a  Wife  to 
take  care  of,  I  ftall  do  all  I  can  to  make  myfelf  a 
friend  of  the  Mammon  I  ftall  leave  ;  and  nothing 
would  give  me  greater  Pleafure,  than  to  forefee  that 
my  Books  and  Picture  were  depofited,  the  ffl-ft  in  the 
parochial  Library  at  Dungiven,  and  the  laft  in  your 
Honoui  s  Hall.  I  herewith  fend  you  a  Sermon,  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  Enthufiams  fo  rife  here,  and  fome 
Diforders  arifen  in  neighbouring  Churches  where  Lay¬ 
men  had  been  admitted  to  officiate  ;  with  one  to  my 
Cozen  Tom  Limrhk,  and  another  to  William  Ste- 
z  enfon,  of  Knockan ,  to  whom  I  beg  Leave  to  write 
™der  your  Cover.  As  I  can',  expeft  fo  gZi 
Stoop,  from  a  Gentleman  in  your  exalted  Situation 
of  Life,  as  the  Llonour  of  a  Letter,  let  me,  how¬ 
ever,  beg  the  favour  of  being  remembered  to  my 
Relations,  as  they  occafionally  wait  on  you.  I  hear 
you  are  Hefted  with  a  Number  of  Children.  May 

God 
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God  make  you  a  mutual  Bleffing  to  each  other  ! 
May  He  give  Health  and  Long-Life,  and  a  late 
Tranflation  to  that  glorious  Kingdom  above,  where 
I  hope  to  meet  you,  though  denied  that  Happinefs 
below.  I  falute  your  Lady  with  my  moil  reverent 
Refpedts,  Mr.  P banning ,  and  any-one  you  think  may 
be  glad  to  hear  of  me,  I  beg  Pardon  for  the  Puzzle 
I  have  put  you  to,  by  reading  this  long,  very  long 
Letter ;  and  am, 

Your  Honour’s 

Moft  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

•  ✓ 

JAMES  MACSPARRAN. 

V  t 

P.S.  In  coafting  the  country,  I’ve  faid  nothing  of  the 
climate.  You  are  to  know  then,  that,  as  the  Eng- 
lijh  American  Main-land  Dominions  extend  from  3  2. 
to  45  Degrees  of  North  Latitude,  the  Weather  muft, 
in  fome  Meafure,  be  as  we  are  nearer  to,  or  farther 
from,  the  Sun.  In  general,  the  Air  is  infinitely  more 
clear  and  ferene  than  in  England  or  Ireland ;  and 
our  Nearnefs  to  the  Sun  occafions  more  frequent  and 
loud  Claps  of  Thunder,  and  iharper  Lightning,  than 
you  have.  It  is  no  unufual  Thing  for  Houfes,  and 
Stacks  of  Hay,  aud  Grain,  to  be  burnt  ;  and  Men 
and  Cattle  are  often  killed  by  the  iharp  Lightning. 
In  A 'ew- England,  the  Tranfitions  from  Heat  to  Cold 
are  lhort  and  fudden,  and  the  Extremes  of  both  very 
fenfible  :  We  are  fometimes  frying,  and  at  others 
freezing  ;  and  as  Men  often  die  at  their  Labour  in 
the  Field  by  Heat,  fo  fome  in  Winter  are  froze  to 
Death  with  the  Cold.  Lath  Winter,  in  February, 
which  begins  the  Spring  with  you,  I  rode  30  Miles 
upon  oneVcontinued  Glaze  of  Ice  upon  the  Land,  to 
aflift  a  neighbouring  Clergyman,  whowasfick.  With 
a  Horfe  will  caulk’d 'and  frofted,  ’tis  fine  Travelling 
for  one  that  can  fometimes  ’light  and  run,  to  bring 
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the  Blood  into  his  Feet,  and  increafe  the  checked 
Circulation.  As  from  my  Lands  I  can  fee  the  At¬ 
lantic  Ocean,  I  have  feen  it  froze  as  far  as  the  hu¬ 
man  Eye  could  reach  ;  and  ’tis  common,  in  a  beau¬ 
tiful  Lake  of  fait  Water  that  fronts  my  Farm,  to 
have  the  Ice  Three  Feet  thick  every  Winter.  Ten 
or  eleven  Years  ago,  we  had  a  hard  Winter,  which 
occalioned  my  preaching  a  Sermon,  that  was  printed, 
wherein  I  defcribed,  as  well  as  I  could,  the  Severity 
of  the  Weather.  I  either  fent,  or  intended  to  fend 
you,  one  of  thofe  Difcourfes  :  I  am  fure,  I  did  one, 
to  Colonel  William  Stewart ,  then  of  New  Providence . 
Though  I  am  900  Miles  to  the  Southward,  and  you 
Fifteen  Degrees  to  the  Northward  of  me,  yet  will  it 
freeze  Fifteen  Times  fo  much  in  a  Night  here  as  I 
over  obferved  it  to  do  in  Ulfter .  But  I  muft  not  in  • 
dulge  my  Inclination  to  gratify  you  with  Accounts  of 
this  New  World  ;  but  break  off' with  begging  Leave 

to  allure  you,  that  I  am, 

» 

With  the  moll  perfect  Sincerity, 

And  profound  Veneration, 

Your  Honour’s 

Moft  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

J.  M.  S. 

m  /tit  • 

I  fhould  be  glad  to  be  remembered,  in  a  very 
particular  Manner,  to  my  old  Friend  and  Com¬ 
panion,  Mr.  Ckrijlopher  Taaffe,  his  good  Wife, 
and  Family. 
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letter  II. 

To  the  Reverend  PAUL  LIMRICK. 

Narraganset,  New  England, 
Nov.  xo,  17 52,  N.S. 

Dear  Coitfin,  and  Rev.  Sir, 

YOUR-S  of  the  15th  of  April,  which  I  received 
laft  Month,  gave  me  a  Mixture  of  Joy  and 
Sorrow.  I  rejoiced  to  hear  you,  your  Brothers,  and 
Sifter,  were  alive  ;  but  feel  an  AffiiAion  for  you  on 
account  of  the  Mifbehaviour  of  your  Son  and  the  Mil- 
fortunes  of  Mr.  White,  from  which  I  hope,  as  you 
do,  that  he  will  emerge,  and  {hall  direft  this  Letter 
to  his  Care.  I  once  law  Searfon,  whom  I  confiuered 
as  {hallow  ;  and  pitied  my  dear  Frank ,  who  deferred 
a  better  Fate.  I  cannot  feel  as  a  bather  havnng_ 
never  been  one  in  any  Shape  :  but  it  me  \v  ord  ot 
God  be  true,  their  Yearnings  mult  be  very  tender  , 
and  I  prav  God  to  fupport  you,  and  Mrs.  Limnca, 
under  the  Burden  of  Grief  brought  on  you  by  the 
Heat  and  Headinefs  of  an  unexperienced  \  outh.  Me 
cannot  be  unmarried,  'tis  true  ;  but  he  may  mc-njn 
his  difobedient  Ralhnefs,  and  reform  ;  and  then,  oir, 

1  'hope  your  Affedfcions  will  return,  and  your  fatnerly 
Affiftance  bear  a  Proportion  to  his  Merit  and  W  ants. 
Fapifts  are  Chriftians,  and  to  be  preferred  to  many 
Proteftant  Heretics  I  could  name  to  you. 

Mv  Brother  and  his  Wife  died  a  Year  ago  laft 
Summer,  at  a  fhort  Diftance  of  Time  from  one  an- 
other*  but  1  have  had  no  Letter  a*om  any  o\  his 
Children,  but  his  eldeft  Daughter,  wno  came  too 
late  to  fee  either  of  them  alive,  ana  is  meaitaung  a 

Returw  home.  1  affifted  him  the  Amount  ot  much 
1  (-  more 
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moie  than  he  brought  with  him  ;  and  I  fancy  his 

1  ,!en\  v'mi  Jnduftry  and  proper  Management, 
may  live  independent.  I  was  again  ft  his  coming  this 
W  ay,  and  was  in  England  when  he  landed  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  ;  but  on  my  Return,  I  enabled  him  to  make  a 
good  1  urchafe,  and  ever  fince  I  have  left  them  to  ftiift 
lor  themlelves,  as  I  was  left  myfelf. 

I  hav  e  been  engaged  in  a  Law-Suit  about  Glebe- 
Land  twenty- eight  Years,  and  the  independent 
Teacher  has  at  laft  obtained  a  Decree  in  Council  in 
is  favour ;  fo  that  I  ant  forced  to  fit  down  by  the 
Lo's  of  at  leaft  6ool.  Sterling  ;  but  I  thank  God- 1 
ant  nor  exhausted  :  I  hope  the  Merit  of  even  this  Lofs 
will  turn  out  in  my  Favour  when  I  go  to  England. 
Laft  i  oft  brought  me  a  Letter  from  the  Bilhop  of 
London,  confoling  me  on  the  Lofs  of  a  Caufe  fo  juft 
on  the  Cnurch’s  Side  ;  wherein  his  Lordfhip  is 
p.ealed  to  fay,  that  he  hopes  my  Lofs  may  be  made  up 
and  whatever  Service  he  can'  do  me ,  1 1  may  depend  on 
his  Jffifiance.  If  I  can  but  obtain  my  Wife’s  Con- 
lent,  or  her  Company  rather,  along  with  me,  and 
can  get  in  fome  Money  I  have  out  on  Bonds,  I  be¬ 
lieve  1  fhall  go  to  England  next  Spring  •  but  as  for 
my  Lands,  Stock,  and  Slaves,  I  fhall  not  fell  them, 
left  I  fhould  be  dilappoinled  o f  a  Provilion  in  one  of 
you;  two  j Hands.  As  the  Shadow  lengthens  as  the 
Sun  grows  low,  fo,  as  Years  increafe,  my  Longings 
after  Europe  increafe  alfo.  My  Labours  and  Tods 
are  inexpreffible,  and  Age  makes  them  ltill  more  in-  • 
tolerable. 

Vagrant,  illiterate  Preachers  fwarm  where  I  am  ; 
mul  the  native  If ovanglian  Clergy  of  our  Church, 
again  ft  the  Opinion  of  the  European  Miftionaries, 
have  introduced  a  Cuftom  of  young  Scholars  going 
about  and  reading  Prayers,  &c.  where  there  are  Va¬ 
cancies,  on  purpofe  that  they  may  ftep  into  them 
when  they  can  get  Orders ;  yea,  they  have  fo  repre- 

fented 
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fented  the  Neceffity  and  Advantage  of  the  Thing, 
that  the  very  Society  connive  at,  it  not  encourage  it* 
This  occafioned  my  preaching,  and  afterwards  print¬ 
ing,  the  inclofed  Difcourfe,  on  which  I  fhall  be  glad 
to  have  your  Sentiments.  I  have  fent  three  of  them 
to  the  North,  to  Col.  Cary,  Coufin  Tom  Limrick , 
and  William  Stevenjon ,  of  Knock  an .  And  as  this  was 
a  bold  Step,  I  have  fent  one  to  the  Bifhop  oi  London^ 
and  other  Members  of  the  Society  ;  and  I  hope,  in- 
ftead  of  procuring  me  a  Reproot,  it  will  open  their  own 
Eyes,  and  make  them  guard  better  again  if  Irregula¬ 
rities,  which,  when  they  happen  to  be  coeval  with 
any  Church,  are  hard  to  be  reformed. 

As  Abfalom  let  him  up  a  Pillar  to  keep  his  Name  • 
In  Remembrance,  and  I  have  no  other  \vay  to  have 
mine  preferved  in  my  native  Country  but  my  fending 
my  Diplomas  of  my  Matter's  and  Doctor’s  Degrees  ( I 
wifh  my  Picture  were  alto  with  you).  I  have  inclofed 
Copies  of  them.  Will  you  be  fo  good.  Sir,  as  to  find 
a  Way  to  have  them  regiftered,  by  the  Clerk,  in  the 
Parifli  Regifter  of  D ungiven.  I  do  not  offer  at  this 
from  any  Motive  of  Vanity  ;  but  being  a  Pilgrim  on 
Earth,  and  not  knowing  but  my  Carcafe  may  fall  in 
a  ftrange  Land,  it  would  be  pleafing  to  me,  that  my 
Relations,  in  Time  to  come,  might  be  able  to  tpeak 
of  me  with  Authority.  Forgive  this  Whim  in  one 
that  loves  you  well,  and  vTho,  if  ever  he  is  fettled  in 
Europe ,  and  has  a  little  more  Leifure  than  he  can 
have  here,  intends  to  preferve  his  own  Memory,  as 
well  as  many  other  Things  more  neceffary  to  be 
known,  by  publifhing  a  Hiftory  of  Brtiijh  Arne? ica9 
efpecially  that  Part  of  it  called  New  England. 

I  long  to  falute  you  and  your  Lady,  the  Daughter 
of  my  good  Friend  Dodtor  Gourney ,  to  whofe  Me-, 
mory  I  owe,  and  indeed  pay,  a  very  grateful  Re¬ 
membrance.  I  know  you  would  be  pleated  with  the 
Perfon  and  Accomplifhments  of  my  Contort ;  but 

G  2  ’  bow 


4-f-  AMERICA  DISSECTED, 

0l7  n,rsld  ?nc/  a  fuI1-bodied  fat  Fellow,  like 
o A  Archibald,  of  the  tfa/},.  I  can’t  tell,  till  I  try 

God  grant  we  may  once  fee  one  another!  '  }‘ 

l.u.  Attention  here  has  been  for  fome  Time  taken 
«V  with  the  News  of  Meafures  on  Foot  to  tmite  /7 
M  *»  »  S««W  is.  I  pray  gJ, w 

St  "cSSke  Effe<ft :  -*» if  tlK>'  k’&taU 

in'es'-  ■7  ,  r7-eateraS!aVeS  alread>'  tban  our  Ne- 
p',or„n  ‘V'  v‘ n  }uon  that  Kind  would  make  you 

^  r  are  now-  The  Accounts  of 

to  imtrrC- i't  t”,0  7  81  eater  Mand,  inclines  me 

fas  7  hcfe  A  IrC  ^  13  °n  the  Brink  of  obtaining 
v  ’  Lhde  Accounts  are  true,  it  deferves)  its  am 

tient  :'vamc  or  Infula  Sana  or  um :  But  if  ever  you 

£7]  mrc  3  d°fer  C°,r?ncaion  with  the  more  eaftern 

toP^i  r  FT  7  lnCreafe’  P^lars  be  promoted 

7  77r7Vhe  C1fF  and  knded  bereft  will 
W  ,.;S  U  1  loppofe  thofe  that  are  fent  to 

‘UU>-  1KC  ^°le  7°  Sometimes  are  fent  here, 

;  :  T:  *  t  %  t0  be  3  betterBufinefs  than  feeding 

PmArA  ~  W7allJtn  well>  and  hope,  notwith- 

7  n7.rr7  ng  ,A?Pearances’  ^at  the  Times 
wd!  mend,  the  Church  be  careffed,  and  true  vital 

■iAeugion  gain  ground.  In  thefe  Parts,  it  mult  be 

;;;A7C  ’  thac  ^  laft  thirty  Years,  and  with  little 
A,,  tLmpoial  Encouragement,  but  the  contrary,  our 

v  , A  br •ntaken  an.amazing  Spread;  and  though 
A  ,i  r  ftllJ  m.ore  oi  the  Form  than  the  Power  of  , 
Godlinefs,  yet  there  are  vaft  Numbers  of  Converts  of 

Cl Mawv  C(0mingu daily  into  the  Churches  here. 
r  1  y  0  ,!te  bY?s  the  Acceptance  of  her  belt  Willies 
c-  you,  Mrs  Limnck,  and  Family  and  all  Friends  ; 

f 1  U  1  :°fC  (iear  Sll>  you  will  believe  I  am  fmcere 
when  I  allure  you,  that 

1  am,  with  great  Refpeft, 

^  Ul]r  affedionate  Coufin,  Brother, 

*  A  no  v  ery  humble  he1* 


j 


^  rant, 

j  AMES  MACSP ARRAN. 
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to  Mr.  WILLIAM  STEVENSON. 

Narraganfety  Colony  of  Rhode  IJland , 
in  New  England ,  Aug .  2 1 ,  1752. 

S  I  R, 

I  HEARD  fome  Time  ago  of  your  Life  and  Wel¬ 
fare,  and  write  you  this,  under  Colonel  Cary  s 
Cover,  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  yet  alive,  and  re¬ 
tain  my  old  Reverence  for  your  Friendfhip,  and  with 
you  well  with  the  warmeft  Affedtions.  I  have  fent 
you  a  Sermon  of  mine,  which,  though  you  may  not 
like,  yet  I  doubt  not  you  will  read  for  the  Sake  ol  the 
Author.  I  wifti  you  fo  extremely  well,  that  it  would 
rejoice  me  to  hear  you  made  yourfelf  Maffer  of  the 
Controverfy  between  the  Church  and  the  Diflenters. 
Believe  me.  Prejudice  of  Education  is  too  ftrong  for 
any  but  mafterly  Minds  ;  and  were  it  not  thus,  the 
Separation  our  Fathers  made  had  been  long  ere  now 
healed  up  by  their  Sons.  I  do  not  mean  by  this,  to 
dilpofe  you  to  think  me  ftiff,  or  rigid,  or  uncharita¬ 
ble  ;  but  it  we  agree  in  Sub  fiance  and  Fundamentals, 
why  fhould  we  keep  out  of  a  national  Church  for 
Matters  confeffedly  indifferent?  Were  I  near  you, 
I  would  lend  you  Books  that  have  weighed  much 
with  me  ;  and  after  you  had  read  them,  fhould  you 
continue  to  think  as  you  were  taught  to  do,  1  fhould 
frill  love  you  as  a  Brother,  and  as  indeed  1  always 

did. — But  no  more  of  this. 

My  Brother  and  his  Wife  died  a  Year  ago  laft  June  ; 
I  hope  he  left  his  Family  independent,  and  able  to  do 
for  themfelves.  1  am  fure  1  helped  him  with  a  libe¬ 
ral  Hand.  I  have  Leave  to  go  for  England  for  ten  or 

twelve 
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twelve  Months,  to  go  to  the  Bath  for  better  Health 
if  I  can  bring  Matters  to  bear  to  get  to  England,  my 
next  Puih  would  be  to  be  feated  in  Ireland ;  but,  alas ! 
I  have  no  Friends  to  depend  on  for  Preferment,  or 
even  fo  competent  a  Provifion  there  as  I  have  here. 
I  am  in  the  Hands  of  a  good  God,  who  has  the 
Hearts  ot  Men  at  Command  ;  and  if  he  fees  that  I 
can  ferve  the  Intereft  of  CbriJT s  Church,  either  in  the 
Ule  ot  the  En^lijh  or  Irijh  Language,  which  you 
know  I  can  write  and  read,  and  upon  Occalion  could 
preach  in,  he  will  raife  me  up  Friends,  and  reftore 
me  to  my  native  Land,  or  near  it :  If  not,  his  Will 
be  done.  You  and  I  are  fo  far  advanced,  that  it  be¬ 
hoves  us  to  double  our  Diligence,  and  make  our  Call¬ 
ing  and  Election  fure  ;  which,  that  we  may  be  found 
both  doing,  fo  as  to  meet  in  a  happy  Eternity,  is  the 
ardent  Prayer  of, 

S  I  R, 

Your  alfettionate  Friend, 

And  very  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  MACS? ARRAN. 

P.  S.  My  Service  to  all  enquiring  Friends; 
and  Letters  directed  to  the  Rev.  James 
Mat] parr  an ,  Dodtor  in  Divinity,  in 
Narraganfet ,  New-  England ,  will  reach 
me.. 
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SENATUS  ACADEMIC  GLASGUENSIS 
CHRISTIANO  LECTOR^.  SALUTEM. 

r 

V1XIT  apud  nos  ingenuus  et  probus  adolefcens  Jacobum 
<#  Macfparran,  qui  poftquam  philofophiae  et  eloquentice. 
ftudiis,  ita  gnaviter  incubuiflet,  ut  non  minimos  in  iifdem  pro- 
grefliis  fecerit,  feliciter  tandem  perafto  currieuli  fui  fpatio? 
honorarium  quod  literatis  et  ftudioiis  a  nobis  deferri  folet 
magisterii  titulam  merito  conlecutus  eft.  Adeo  ut  in- 
gemi?  virtutis  atque  eruditionis  teftimonium  difeedenti  negari 
non  poiiimus.  Id  enim  a  nobis  poftulat  cum  ofticii  nollri 
ratio  turn  probi  adolefcentis  meritum.  Proinde  bonos  omnes  et 
literarum  ftv  ftos  etiam  atque  iam  oratos  volumwq  ut  quee 
humaniorun  llcipiinarum  candidato,  quae  morurn  candor  i, 
quae  deniqu  erae  religioni  benevolenter  debetur  cam  aiumno 
huic  noftro  e.  fuo  in  Chrifto  jefu  fratri  libenter  mtftcnt.  In 
quorum  fidem  literis  hifee  communi  academiae  £<qp0  m mAtis  ’ 
nomina  noftra  fubferipiimus.  Datum  Glafgu:  ^  ^to  die  Martii 
an.  aerae  Chrift.  mdccix. 

JO.  STERLING,  P.  et  Vice  Cancel!. 

JA.  BROWN,  T3ec.  Fac. 

GEO.  CARMICHAEL,  P.  P. 

JO.  LAW,  P.  P.  • 

JO.  LOWDON,  P.  P. 

A.  DUNLOP,  G.  L.  P. 

AND.  ROSSE,  H.  L.  P. 
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ELLARIUS,  MagitTri,  et  Scholares  Univerlitatis 

_ >  Oxon.  omnibus  ad  oucs  hx  literoe  pervenerint  falutem  in 

Domino  Dmpvternam  .Cumeum  infinem  bonores  academicia 
niajoribus  noliris  inftiujti  tuerint,  ut  viri  de  re  literaria  bene 
meriti  gratia  q  inula  w  peculiar!  inllgnirenmr  ;  c\ 


cumq;  nobis 

compertum.iiq  vijruYn  rove rendu m  Jacobum  Macfparran.  ar- 
tium  leagiitrum,  in  colonia  Britabica,  infula  Rhode  nil  dicta, 
ccclefise  Anglicans  prelbyterum,  inter  theologos  apud  Indos 
OccidetiHiles,  evangel io  propaganda  ope  ram  navantes,  ingenio, 
doftrina.  bonis,  mor  bus,  gravitate,  prudentia  clar etc^ve,  et 
-;liUU,A  cum  priirds  cfie  memprandum  ;  ac  fpeciatim  a  dilRntientibus 
^os.  j  aD  ecclefia  noftra  male  paiium  eiTc,  q  ulbus  cum  t  er  tredecem, 
x  1  _^/  plus  minus  annos,  pie,  prudenter,  et  ut  hominem  Chriftianum 
decet,  in  tine  fuo  fnagno  damno,  quod  ad  res  errtporales  at- 
tinet,  tip*  nue  coniTiftatus  ef:  :  Riads  nos  cancetpuuum,  magi- 
it ro«,  ei  fc’ud-ues  a ntedi 61 0? '  referendum  v  r  Jacobum. 
Murfpar*.  as*  die  Mams,  videlictf,  qtunto.  die  iiis  Apriiis, 
,anno  Doirdni  jmilbiimo  feptiligenteiimo  tficefin  ;  prime,  in 


c  :  .  jmo:  -v 1  urn  re  preientis  oipiomam  ummuub  cl  uu^uu» 
\octora!is  in’S.  The  oh  giae.  madias  privileges  et  bonoribus 

-  .-i-  o  r>  tUpm  nnklir'iim  little 


ymuiaiie.  jr-xoius  rei  ac  iidem,  publicum  uni- 

;  taiis  Osdi'  .  ligillvun  his  litei  h*»»oni  juffunus. 
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